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LAKE MOUNTAIN WSA

CHAPTER I - Proposed Action

and Alternatives

Summary Description and

Background

The Lake Mountain WSA (Map LM-1) is one of 2

WSAs in the Wyoming Range portion of the Over-

thrust Belt. The WSA contains irregular steep-sided

ridges, ranging in elevation from 7,400 feet to over

9,600 feet. There are 4 main drainages in the WSA.

The WSA includes 4,200 acres of the Rock Creek

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).

Rock Creek contains a population of Colorado River

cutthroat trout designated "rare" by the Wyoming

Game and Fish Department (WGFD) and "sensitive"

by BLM. The WSA is important elk winter range for

one of the last naturally wintering elk herds in the

upper Green River Basin.

Since the Final Inventory Report (USDI 1981a),

105 acres of split estate (Federal surface, State min

erals) were removed from the boundary of the east-

central portion of the WSA (section 16, T. 27 N., R.

114 W.) because of manageability problems. The

acreage analyzed as inside the WSA in the Revised

Draft EIS and this Final EIS is 13,865 acres. A 40-acre

parcel of private land and a road leading to it arecher-

rystemmed outside of the WSA (Map LM-2).

Proposed Action and

Alternatives

Two alternatives were analyzed: 1) none of the

13,865-acre WSA would be wilderness (Proposed

Action - No Wilderness - No Action); and 2) all of

the 13,865-acre Lake Mountain WSA would be wil

derness (All Wilderness).

In the absence of specific resource use proposals,

professional experience was used to develop reason

able scenarios which describe the actions that

would occur under each alternative.

No Wilderness (Proposed Action -

No Action)

The Proposed Action is to designate none of the

13,865-acre Lake Mountain WSA. Oil and gas leas

ing would resume. Motorized vehicles would be lim

ited to existing roads and trails in most of the WSA.

There would be a seasonal closure to motorized ve

hicles to protect elk crucial winter range in an area

which includes the entire WSA. The 4,200 acres of

the Rock Creek ACEC would be closed to motorized

vehicles.

Mineral Resources

Oil and Gas Exploration and Development

Oil and gas activity on pre-FLPMA leases held by

production, which occupy 600 acres in the WSA,

would continue. It would be subject to surface pro

tection restrictions to protect other resources in the

entire WSA (e.g., seasonal stipulations, slope restric

tions, restrictions on surface disturbance near live

water, requirements to maintain cover for big game,

reclamation). The gas produced would be "sour" gas

containing toxic hydrogen sulfide. Gas would be

transported through the Riley Ridge gas field (to the

north) to the Shute Creek gas processing plant in

Lincoln and Sweetwater counties, Wyoming. Ap

proximately 2,000 BCF of gas would be produced

from the WSA.

The probability of production from oil and gas

wells in the WSA is very high, especially on the east

side of the WSA, which is within the productive Riley

Ridge gas field. Therefore, any well drilled is likely

to go into production. The likelihood of a well being

a producer on the west side of the WSA is somewhat

lower.

Oil and gas leasing in 4,200 acres of the Rock

Creek ACEC would resume with a No Surface Occu

pancy (NSO) stipulation. After a study on elk crucial

winter range is completed, oil and gas leases on cru

cial winter range would be issued with seasonal stip

ulations, restricting activities during the winter. Oil

and gas leases in the area not found to be crucial

elk winter range (potentially the entire area) would

be issued with less restrictive stipulations (e.g., no

construction on steep slopes, on unstable soils, or

within 500 feet of live water).

It is projected that 10 wells would be drilled in the

WSA (seven of which are likely to be producing

wells), resulting in approximately 94.5 acres of sur

face disturbance from well pads, production facili

ties, and access roads. There would be 3 wells on

the east side of the WSA, all producers. There would

be a projected 7 wells on the west side of the WSA,

4 of which would be producers. After portions of pro

ducing well facilities and dry holes are reclaimed,

there would be 49 acres occupied by oil and gas facil

ities in the WSA.

The estimate assumes that surface disturbance

would be allowed outside of the Rock Creek ACEC,
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LAKE MOUNTAIN WSA

consistent with the objective of protecting the elk

winter range and with other restrictions on the

leases. Wells drilled into the Madison Formation in

the vicinity of the WSA drain upwards of 1 ,400 acres.

When necessary to protect wintering elk, oil and

gas operators would be required to use snowcats to

access wells rather than accessing the wells by 4-

wheel-drive vehicles on plowed roads. These deci

sions would be made by the BLM authorized officer.

Solid Mineral Exploration and Development

The common use area for moss rock would remain

open in Long Hollow (195 acres in the WSA, all of

which is subject to disturbance), in the southwestern

part of the WSA. The area contains approximately

8,000 tons of available material. Use of this area

would not be allowed during crucial winter periods

for big game.

Mineral extraction for salables would not be

allowed in the Rock Creek ACEC. No activity related

to leasable minerals, other than oil and gas, is antic

ipated. The area would remain open to locatable min

erals but, because there are no known locatable min

erals in the WSA, no activity is anticipated.

Off-Highway Vehicle Use (OHV)

The Rock Creek drainage (approximately 4,200

acres of the 5,264-acre Rock Creek ACEC) is closed

to motorized vehicles. Recreational motor vehicle

use in the remaining 9,665 acres of the WSA would

be limited to existing roads and trails. There are 5

miles of roads and trails scattered around the WSA.

About 10 miles of new roads may be constructed to

develop the gas resources, for a total of 15 miles of

roads and trails in the WSA. There would be approx

imately 700 visitor-days of OHV recreation use.

A seasonal OHV closure (approximately 13,000

acres), including over-the-snow vehicles, to protect

elk crucial winter range (November 15 to April 30)

would continue to be implemented. The area is

closed during normal and severe winters, and open

during mild winters.

Recreation Use

There would be approximately 100 to 200 visitor-

days of snowmobiling annually. Hunting would be

allowed but hunters would not be allowed to use

motorized vehicles in the Rock Creek drainage or off

existing roads and trails in the rest of the WSA.

Hunting use of the WSA is about 725 hunter-days.

About 300 hunter-days are spent by hunters who

pack in using horses. The remainder are spent by

hunters using vehicles. Rock Creek would continue

to be closed to fishing by the WGFD.

There are 2 undeveloped campsites along the

LaBarge Creek boundary of the WSA. They are used

as hunting camps in the fall and by anglers during

the summer. No recreation facilities are planned in

the WSA.

Grazing Use

Grazing management practices (Fox-Yose and

Upper North LaBarge grazing allotments) would not

change from those currently in place. The Fox-Yose

allotment is cu rrently in the "M" or maintain manage

ment category. The Upper North LaBarge allotment

is currently in the "I" or improve management cate

gory. Within the Lake Mountain WSA, the estimated

carrying capacity of 1 ,21 0AUMs forcattle would con

tinue from May 15 to September 30. There would be

up to 10 trips annually (2 per month during the graz

ing season) using motorized vehicles in connection

with grazing operations.

The Upper North LaBarge allotment encom

passes 18,805 acres, of which a total of 9,785 acres

are in the WSA (52 percent). The allotment is in the

"I" category on the basis of steep terrain and many

acres of unusable livestock forage, conflicts with cru

cial winter range, possible adverse impacts on Col

orado River cutthroat trout, and unreliable water

sources. There are 4 existing livestock exclosures

along Rock Creek within the Rock Creek ACEC. Out

side the ACEC, the use of motorized vehicles in con

nection with range management activities would be

allowed, but would generally be limited to existing

roads and trails.

Wildlife Habitat Management

Approximately 4,200 acres of the 5,264-acre Rock

Creek ACEC are in the Lake Mountain WSA. The

ACEC would continue to be managed to protect the

habitat of the Colorado River cutthroat trout (nom

inated as a candidate for listing as a Federal threat

ened and endangered species). The ACEC manage

ment plan provides guidance that excludes

surface-disturbing activities in the Rock Creek drain

age. The ACEC would continue to be closed to

motorized vehicles. This would help to protect the

aquatic habitat for the Colorado River cutthroat

trout. The seasonal closure to motorized vehicles in

crucial winter range would be enforced during nor

mal and severe winters when elk use the crucial win

ter range, displacing 100 to 200 recreation visitor-

days. This would help reduce the disturbance to

wintering elk caused by snowmobiles.

Special management attention would be focused

on the winter range for the last naturally-wintering

population of elk. The objective of resource manage

ment in the crucial winter range (13,000 acres in the

WSA) would be to maintain the habitat and popula
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tions of elk at least at current levels. Various types

of use authorizations would be conditioned with sea

sonal restrictions to protect elk habitat on crucial

winter range. The maintenance of cover ratios in con

nection with oil and gas and forestry activities would

be an important concern. Prescribed burning of

sagebrush/grass vegetation would be used to help

improve elk winter range on approximately 200

acres in the eastern portion of the WSA. The burning

would be designed to simulate a natural burn.

Existing stream exclosures would be maintained,

although some relocation of fences may be neces

sary to reduce annual maintenance costs. Mainte

nance would be accomplished without the use of

motorized vehicles.

Forestry Management

Based on the Pinedale Resource Management

Plan (RMP), approximately % of the forested acre

age in the Lake Mountain WSA would be managed

for production of forest products with strong empha

sis on maintaining wildlife cover levels. The re

maining third (the Rock Creek drainage) would be

excluded from all forest management activities. Ac

tivity would not be allowed in the Rock Creek drain

age.

Forestry operations would be conducted to main

tain cover ratios for elk and would take place in a

single year. Human presence due to forestry opera

tions would affect elk in that year. Elk would begin

to move back into the area after the logging opera

tions stop.

Actions in the part of the WSA available for forest

management activities would includetimber harvest

ing, utilization of other forest products (Christmas

trees, firewood, etc.), tree thinning, and reforesta

tion. Harvest levels have not been allocated to the

WSA; however, the Pinedale RMP allocates a harvest

level of approximately 953 acres during the next 20

years from the Deadline - Pinegrove forest manage

ment unit (FMU), of which the Lake Mountain WSA

is a part (approximately 25 percent). The Deadline

- Pinegrove FMU contains 15,448 acres of conifer

and 3,520 acres of woodland (mostly aspen). Forest

management activities in the Deadline - Pinegrove

FMU would be subject to surface management res

trictions to protect other resources. Approximately

85 acres would be harvested in scattered blocks over

a 20-year period, producing approximately 900,000

board feet of timber, along with some firewood and

Christmas trees. There would be an additional 5

acres of surface disturbance for access roads.

All Wilderness (13,865 acres

designated)

All 13,865 acres of public land in the Lake Moun

tain WSA would be designated as wilderness. There

would be no oil and gas leasing in the WSA. A pro

ducing well, associated with a pre-FLPMA lease in

the Graphite Unit of the Riley Ridge gas field, would

continue to produce approximately 45 BCF of gas

from WSA acreage. Motorized vehicles would be

prohibited except in connection with valid existing

rights (e.g., pre-FLPMA oil and gas leases). A

40-acre parcel of private land and a road are cher

rystemmed from the WSA boundary. They would be

added to the wilderness area, if acquired.

Mineral Resources

Oil and Gas Exploration and Development

Unleased lands (13,265 acres) would not be

offered for lease. Oil and gas activity on pre-FLPMA

leases, which occupy 600 acres, would be allowed

subject to applicable surface protection stipulations

(e.g., seasonal stipulations, reclamation, etc.) to pro

tect other resources. No additional wells would be

needed to develop pre-FLPMA leased acreage. This

is in the Graphite Unit of the Riley Ridge gas field.

The sour gas produced is transported to the Shute

Creek gas processing plant (Lincoln County, Wyo

ming). There would be no new surface disturbance

associated with new gas wells. When necessary to

protect wintering elk, oil and gas operators would

be required to use snowcats to access wells rather

than accessing the wells by 4-wheel-drive vehicles

on plowed roads.

Approximately 45 BCF of gas would be produced

from existing leases and 2,000 BCF of gas would be

foregone because no new leases would be issued.

Solid Mineral Exploration and Development

The 195 acres of common use area for moss rock

within the WSA would be closed (54 percent of the

360-acre common use area).

Off-Highway Vehicle Use (OHV)

Motorized vehicles would be prohibited in the

WSA. Motor vehicle use would generally not be

allowed for maintenance of range improvements.
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Recreation Use

The WSA would be managed to provide primitive,

nonmotorized recreation. Vehicle-dependent recre

ation use would not be allowed; approximately 100

to 200 visitor-days annually would be displaced.

Hunting would be allowed, but hunters would not be

permitted to use motorized vehicles. No facilities

associated with recreation would be constructed.

Grazing Use

Grazing management practices (Fox-Yose and

Upper North LaBarge grazing allotments) would not

change from those currently in place except that

motorized vehicles would not be allowed in conjunc

tion with grazing operations. The Fox-Yose allot

ment is currently in the "M" or maintain management

category. The Upper North LaBarge allotment is cur

rently in the "I" or improve management category.

Within the Lake Mountain WSA, the estimated car

rying capacity of 1,210 AUMs for cattle would con

tinue from May 15 to September 30. Range manage

ment would be the same as described under the

Proposed Action; only 1 spring development would

be implemented at the head of Rock Creek. This

spring development would involve less than 1 acre,

in the ACEC, and would be maintained without using

motorized vehicles.

Wildlife Habitat Management

Approximately 4,200 acres of the 5,264-acre Rock

Creek ACEC are in the Lake Mountain WSA. The

ACEC would continue to be managed to protect the

habitat of the Colorado River cutthroat trout. The

ACEC management plan provides guidance that

excludes surface-disturbing activities in the Rock

Creek drainage. The ACEC would continue to be

closed to motorized vehicles. This would help to pro

tect the aquatic habitat and help to ensure the Col

orado River cutthroat trout does not become endan

gered.

Surface-disturbing activities, except those related

to production from the existing gas well in the south

east portion of the WSA, would be excluded. There

fore, the crucial winter range for elk would be main

tained.

As described in the Proposed Action, prescribed

burning of sagebrush/grass vegetation would be

used to help improve elk winter range on approxi

mately 200 acres in the eastern portion of the WSA.

The burning would be designed to simulate a natural

burn.

As under the Proposed Action, existing stream

exclosures would be maintained, although some rel

ocation of fences may be necessary to reduce

annual maintenance costs. Maintenance would be

accomplished without the use of motorized vehicles.

Forestry Management

No forest management activities would be

allowed.

CHAPTER II - Affected

Environment

Introduction

The dominant uses of the Lake Mountain WSA are

wildlife, hunting, oil and gas, and livestock grazing.

Some horseback riding, fishing, photography, and

sightseeing occur in the WSA. Approximately 4,200

acres of the WSA are in the 5,264-acre Rock Creek

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and

will continue to be managed in accordance with the

ACEC management plan, except where wilderness

management is more restrictive. A major element of

the ACEC management plan is management of the

Rock Creek watershed to protect the Colorado River

cutthroat trout. The ACEC management plan also

includes provisions to protect elk crucial winter

range.

Wilderness Values

The 1 3,865-acre Lake MountainWSA meetsthe cri

teria in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964.

A road (2.25 miles) penetrates the northern bound

ary and terminates at a 40-acre parcel of private land

on Lake Mountain. The road and private land are

excluded or "cherrystemmed" from the WSA (Map

LM-2).

Naturalness

Despite the presence of several human intrusions,

theWSAappearsto retain an essentially natural char

acter. Five 2-track trails, a short road, and a buck-

and-pole exclosure fence along a section of Rock

Creek are the major intrusions. Terrain and vegeta

tion screening lessen the impact of existing intru

sions to the point where they are not noticeable until

one is almost upon them. From most vantage points

within the WSA, the landscape appears entirely nat

ural and unaffected by human activity.
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Solitude

The mountainous terrain, with moderate to dense

forest cover (over 25 percent of the WSA), provides

many opportunities to avoid the sights and sounds

of other users. There are numerous secluded places

throughout the WSA where a person could experi

ence outstanding opportunities for solitude.

Primitive and Unconfined

Recreation

The presence of steep mountain slopes, deep can

yons, forested areas, and meadow-likeopeningssup

ply a diversity of recreation opportunities. Activities

for which outstanding opportunities exist include

hiking, horseback riding, hunting, wildlife observa

tion, ski touring, and nature photography.

The area available for travel is much larger than

acreage figures indicate, due to the steep mountain

ous terrain. However, for some activities, movement

would be restricted by these steep slopes, while for

others, they would provide a challenge. The fact that

only 1 perennial stream, Rock Creek, is found within

the WSA may serve to localize user movement along

this drainage.

Current use of the WSA (300 to 400 visitor-days)

for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation

is somewhat limited, although portions of the area

provide that opportunity. The main primitive type of

recreation is hunting on foot or by horseback. A sec

ondary benefit of this activity is the opportunity to

experience solitude. The Rock Creek drainage pro

vides good opportunities for primitive recreation

and solitude.

Special Features

Wildlife is the principal supplemental value of the

WSA. Species include moose, elk, mule deer, black

bear, and grouse. Rock Creek is one of 2 streams

in the Upper Green River drainage which contain a

genetically pure strain Colorado River cutthroat

trout. The WSA is important elk winter range for one

of the last naturally wintering elk herds in the area.

In other areas along the Wyoming Range, elk winter

habitat is supplemented at feedgrounds.

Mineral Resources

Three Federal oil and gas units (Graphite, Fogarty

Creek, and Dry Piney) lie adjacent to the Lake Moun

tain WSA. Portions of the Graphite Unit actually lie

within the WSA boundary. Production in these units

is from several formations including the Frontier,

Bear River, Nugget, and Madison. Exxon is pro

ducing gas (carbon dioxide and methane) from the

Madison as part of their LaBarge Project (part of the

Riley Ridge Natural Gas Project). The potential for

gas reserves in the WSA is high.

Approximately 26 percent of the WSA (3,600

acres) is leased for oil and gas, both pre-FLPMA (600

acres) and post-FLPMA leases (3,000 acres). There

is 1 producing well in the southern portion of the

WSA, producing from pre-FLPMA leased acreage

both within and outside the WSA. Production from

WSA acreage is estimated at 45 BCF. Estimates of

recoverable reserves in the WSA are based on the

total production from this well. The Riley Ridge gas

field (Madison Formation), of which the WSA is a

part, contains upwards of 20 trillion cubic feet of gas.

A small area along the southeast side of the WSA

is underlain by Tertiary age rocks which may be coal

bearing, but the total tonnage would be very small

and no interest has been expressed. No other forma

tions at the surface are coal bearing. Subsurface

coal-bearing rocks may occur at a depth of 3,000 to

4,000 feet. The development potential for coal in the

Lake Mountain WSA is low.

The Phosphoria outcrop is the surface exposure

of former blanket-type sediments deposited in a Per

mian sea and subsequently deeply covered by sed

iments and lithified. Later uplift, folding, faulting,

and erosion of the rocks created the present outcrop

pattern. Most of the WSA is within Phosphate Re

serve 4 established by Executive Order on July 21,

1910. Neither the WSA nor areas in the vicinity are

leased. There is no known industry interest in the

phosphate rock.

Abandoned copper prospects occur in the NM> of

section 21, T. 27 N., R. 115 W. The prospects consist

of shallow (1- to 2-foot) bulldozed trenches. In 1941,

copper claims were staked in the NV4 of section 22,

T. 27 N., R. 115 W., by Ivan M. Lewis, et al. These

claims were relinquished in 1963. Copper staining

in the NuggetSandstone occurs within the Wyoming

Thrust Belt (Love and Antweiler 1973). No explora

tion work for copper is known to be taking place

around the WSA.

Part of the WSA was designated as a common use

area (1 95 acres) for the removal of moss rock (public

land in sections 15 and 22 of T. 27 N., R. 115 W.).

The sandstone's fracture, color, and hardness make

it an excellent dimension stone, usefuI for decorative

and building purposes. The pink salmon laminated

sandstone tendsto break along bedding planes, leav

ing blocks 2 to 4 inches thick with a flat base and

top. Lichens grow on its surfaces, accounting for its

popularity. Business and government buildings,

churches, and homes in Sublette, Lincoln, and
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Teton counties use the stone for exterior and struc

ture purposes. Although there are many outcrops of

Nugget sandstone in this part of Wyoming, the com

mon use area is an easily accessible location in the

Pinedale Resource Area where lichen growth covers

the sandstone surface. The total common use area

covers 360 acres.

Wildlife

The Lake Mountain WSA provides excellent hab

itat for a large variety of wildlife. The WSA contains

4,200 acres of the 5,264-acre Rock Creek ACEC. The

WSA constitutes 5 percent of the Hunt Area 94 for

elk, 3 percent of Hunt Area 143 for deer, and 5 per

cent of Hunt Area 25 for moose.

Valuable big game habitat (elk crucial winter

range) is located in the WSA. This winter habitat is

utilized by elk during severe weather conditions

when they are forced from higher elevations

because of snow depth. During mild winters, elk

spread over much of the area designated as winter/

yearlong habitat. A few elk stay on BLM-

administered lands during the summer, but the

majority move to higher country on the Bridger-

Teton National Forest.

Investigations conducted by the WGFD on elk

response to mineral development demonstrate the

importance of the Rock Creek - Graphite Hollow

area. Winter range near gas well drilling operations

is abandoned during periods of intense human ac

tivity. The Pinedale RMP to identifies the Graphite

Hollow elk winter range as high priority elk habitat.

Part of the WSA is in the LaBarge deer crucial win

ter range. Most of the WSA is winter/yearlong hab

itat and is utilized during mild winters and during the

spring-fall period. Higher elevations are used primar

ily as deer summer range. Fawning takes place in

the aspen-conifer complexes during the spring.

Exact fawning locations are dictated by climatic con

ditions and vary with availability of snow-free sites

and spring green-up.

Most of the WSA is moose summer range. During

severe winters, moose move down to the willow bot

toms and adjacent timbered slopes of LaBarge

Creek. The willow bottom and aspen-fir complexes

of Rock Creek are preferred sites.

A few black bear are present in the WSA. A young

bear was sighted in Rock Creek in June 1979 and

again in the fall of 1980. Several sightings were

reported on Deadline Ridge, on the eastern bound

ary of the WSA. Lynx were observed in the past; how

ever, there are no data on population densities. The

pika, a small member of the rabbit family, is fairly

abundant. They occur on the talus slopes of Rock

Creek, Long Hollow Creek, and LaBarge Creek

proper.

The Lake Mountain WSA provides habitat for

numerous game (sage grouse, blue grouse, and

ruffed grouse) and nongame birds. Waterfowl use is

limited to the beaver pond complexes in the Rock

Creek drainage.

Aquatic habitat in the WSA is limited to 2 small

streams: Long Hollow Creek and Rock Creek. The

portion of Long Hollow Creek on public lands is not

a fishery nor is it considered a potential fishery, due

to lack of sufficient water, poor stream bed compo

sition, and insufficient shading of the stream.

Rock Creek supports a viable population of pure

strain Colorado River cutthroat trout. The Colorado

River cutthroat trout was nominated as a candidate

for listing as a Federal threatened and endangered

species. TheWGFD prepared a draft plan to increase

populations and maintain or enhance habitat for this

species. Further population declines could result in

formal listing of this species.

Under the East Front Aquatic Habitat Manage

ment Plan, measures were taken to perpetuate the

Colorado River cutthroat trout and its habitat in

Rock Creek. In 1976, a fish barrier was built by the

WGFD on lower Rock Creek to prevent hybridization

of this pure strain population with fish moving up

from LaBarge Creek. Later that year, 2.5 miles of

fence were built by BLM to form exclosures that pro

tect 1 mile of critical stream habitat from excessive

livestock use. Further habitat protection was pro

vided by the Rock Creek ACEC management plan,

including restrictions on timber harvest and mineral

leasing.

Recreational fishing proved to be reducing the

base population of Colorado River cutthroat trout in

Rock Creek below acceptable levels. Studies by the

WGFD prompted State regulations which closed

Rock Creek to fishing in 1981. This closure will

remain in effect until conditions warrant reopening

the stream to fishing.

There are no prairie dog towns documented in the

Lake Mountain WSA. There is no winter range for

bald eagles. There Is potential habitat for peregrine

falcons but none have been observed in the WSA.

There is no suitable habitat for the whooping crane.

There has been no occurrence of the Colorado

squawfish or the humpback chub.
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Recreation Opportunities

There are 2 undeveloped recreation sites in the

Lake Mountain WSA. These sites are along the

LaBarge Creek Road and consist of rock fire rings

and other evidence of short-term camping use. Most

of the use is from weekend anglers during the

summer, and hunter camps in the fall. Total recre

ation use in the WSA is approximately 1,000 visitor-

days annually.

Hunting season is the highest use period (725

hunter-days annually). Elk, mule deer, and moose

hunting are considered excellent, and bear hunting

is considered good. During the hunting season,

October 1 through November 15, numerous hunting

camps are established on and around Lake Moun

tain, mainly along LaBarge Creek, Long Hollow, and

Deadline Ridge. Because of the lack of roads and

trails, horses are frequently needed to "pack out"

large game animals from within the WSA. Recreation

use for nonmotorized activities is approximately 100

visitor-days annually.

There are an estimated 100 to 200 visitor-days

annually by snowmobile enthusiasts in the WSA.

This occurs in years when the area remains open to

motorized vehicles during mild winters, but when

snow cover is sufficient for snowmobile use.

Livestock Grazing

Livestock and wildlife depend on natural stream

water in the WSA. Graphite Hollow, Spring Branch

Creek, Conway Creek, and Rock Creek are the pri

mary water sources. One reservoir on the northern

end of Lake Mountain is the only successfully devel

oped water source in the WSA. The Rock Creek rain-

trap, on the southern end of Lake Mountain, was col

lapsed by a snow drift shortly after installation and

is currently scheduled for abandonment and

removal.

Water shortages in most of the WSA result in areas

of heavy utilization around the reliable water

sources. Graphite Hollow, Spring Branch, and Con

way creeks are actively eroding near their conflu

ence. Water developments in unwatered portions of

the Upper North LaBargeallotmentwould accommo

date a grazing management system that would

relieve much of the pressure from these areas.

Within the Lake Mountain WSA, the estimated car

rying capacity of 1,210 AUMs for cattle would con

tinue from May 15 to September 30.

The Lake Mountain WSA is in the Fox-Yose and

Upper North LaBarge grazing allotments. The Fox-

Yose allotment is in the "M" or maintain manage

ment category. The Upper North LaBarge allotment

is in the "I" or improve management category.

The Upper North LaBarge allotment encom

passes 18,805 acres, of which a total of 9,785 acres

are in the WSA (52 percent). The allotment is in the

"I" category. There are 4 existing livestock exclo-

sures along Rock Creek within the Rock Creek

ACEC.

Water Resources

Water in the WSA is predominantly used for wild

life, livestock, and recreation. Consumptive use fig

ures are not available. Instream flow needs for fish

eries, recreation, and channel maintenance have not

been calculated. Downstream water use of the WSA

drainages is primarily for irrigation.

Four drainages are found within the WSA. Rock

Creek is the major perennial stream; Long Hollow,

Spring Branch, and Conway creeks are smaller,

spring-fed, and, at times, intermittent streams. All of

these flow into LaBarge Creek which feeds the

Green River.

Flooding along perennial streams occurs in asso

ciation with natural high runoff events. Sediment

damage is somewhat mitigated by the presence of

several beaver dams on Rock Creek which, during

normal runoff years, prevent excessive siltation in

the drainage.

Soil erosion in Graphite Hollow (Spring Branch

and Conway creeks) appears active, as evidenced

by the presence of gullying and damage to the exist

ing road. This situation is difficult to control due to

the natural instability of the soil.

There are 2.25 miles of Rock Creek on public land

with channel stability ratings (CSR) which are used

to measure stability. Normal ratings range from 38

(excellent) to 144 (poor). In 1975, the average CSR

in these 2.25 miles was 92.1 (fair to high channel sta

bility). Sixty-two percent (1.4 miles) of the stream

miles with CSRs were in an apparent declining trend.

In 1976, one mile of stream was fenced to protect

aquatic habitat. Since then, channel stability in the

protected area has improved.

Forestry Resources

The Lake Mountain WSA is in the Deadline-

Pinegrove forest management unit (FMU). The WSA

contains approximately 4,725 forest acres or

roughly 25 percent of the total forest acreage in the

FMU and 10 percent of the forest base for the Pine-

dale Resource Area. Tree species include lodgepole

pine (723 acres), Douglas fir (688 acres), Engelmann

spruce/subalpine fir (2,031 acres), and aspen (1,283

acres). Collectively, the conifer species (pine, fir,

and spruce) cover 3,442 acres.
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Based on existing inventory, the conifer has a

standing volume of 33.2 million board feet (mmbf),

including 1.3 mmbf of harvestable conifer volume

within the aspen acreage. Volumes were not com

puted for aspen because no local market or demand

exists. The Bridger-Teton National Forest, which is

in the vicinity of the Lake Mountain WSA, produces

approximately 20 mmbf of wood products annually.

Annual net production from conifer acreage in the

WSA is approximately 485 thousand board feet

(mbf) which includes an annual mortality rate of 179

mbf. Since the date Lake Mountain was designated

aWSA, no timber harvesting has been planned. How

ever, the WSA forms a portion of the Deadline-

Pinegrove FMU which has a proposed 20-year har

vest level of 953 acres.

Approximately 50 percent of the forest acreage in

the WSA occurs on slopes of 45 percent or greater

with rocky, moderately shallow soils. The remaining

50 percent of the forest acreage in the WSA grows

on slopes less than 45 percent with considerably less

exposed rock and moderately deep soils. Forest con

ditions vary from young, healthy, relatively

insect-and disease-free stands to those that are

quite old with high levels of insect and disease activ

ity and high mortality rates.

As indicated by the net annual production of 485

mbf, many forest stands in the WSA are in sound

growing condition. However, as indicated by the 179

mbf annual mortality rate, most stands are starting

to exhibit signs of reduced tree vigor, as well as

increased susceptibility to insect and disease

attacks. The primary insects and diseases affecting

the forest resource include bark beetles, dwarf mis

tletoe, and several varieties of rust.

Access to forested areas is extremely limited. The

only access within the WSA is a narrow 2-track with

steep grades. The 2-track provides access to a par

cel of private land on Lake Mountain. Two additional

roads (LaBarge Creek and Deadline Ridge) form por

tions of the north and south boundaries of the WSA

and would also provide some access to individual

timber stands.

CHAPTER III - Environmental

Consequences

Introduction

This section contains an analysis of the environ

mental consequences for the No Wilderness and All

Wilderness alternatives. The actions are analyzed in

terms of the resources determined, during scoping,

to be issues. The relationship between short-term

uses and long-term productivity, and any irreversi

ble or irretrievable commitments of resources were

considered and documented. Where appropriate,

mitigation measures were made part of the propos

als. Table 2-1 summarizes the impacts by alterna

tives.

TABLE 2-1

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS LAKE MOUNTAIN WSA

Proposed Action

(No Wilderness)

Alternative A

(All Wilderness)

Public Lands Designated 0 acres 13,865 acres

Other Lands A 40-acre parcel of

private land and road

leading to it are

cherrystemmed from

the WSA.

A 40-acre parcel of

private land and road

leading to it are

cherrystemmed from

the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness Naturalness retained

on approximately 7,000

acres of the WSA.

Naturalness retained

in the entire WSA.

Solitude Solitude retained on

approximately 7,000

acres of the WSA.

Solitude retained in

the entire WSA.

Primitive and

Unconflned

Recreation

Opportunities for

primitive and

unconfined recreation

retained on

approximately 7,000

acres of the WSA.

Opportunities for

primitive and

unconfined recreation

retained in the

entire WSA.
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TABLE 2-1 (Continued)

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS LAKE MOUNTAIN WSA

Proposed Action

(No'

Alternative A

(All Wilderness)

Special Features

Minerals

Oil and Gas

Wells in Area

Not Designated

Surface Disturbance

in Area Not

Designated

Solid Minerals

Wildlife Habitat and

Populations

Special features,

including the ACEC and

habitat for the Colorado

River cutthroat trout,

retained in the

entire WSA.

Oil and gas leasing

on 4,200 acres in the

ACEC, with an NSO

stipulation.

Oil and gas leasing

on 9,665 acres;

stipulations to

protect crucial elk

winter range.

No drainage of gas

resources under the

WSA because leasing

would resume.

Nearly all of the

WSA's 2,000 BCF of

gas ($2.6 billion)

produced.

9

94.5 acres

Common use area for

moss rock (195 acres)

in Long Hollow open.

Big game habitat and

numbers would not be

affected because the

objective for the area

is to protect elk

crucial winter range.

Water quality problems

would continue at

natural levels because

of limitations on

activity in the Rock

Creek ACEC. Habitat

for the Colorado River

cutthroat trout

maintained.

Special features,

including the ACEC and

habitat for the Colorado

River cutthroat trout,

retained in the

entire WSA.

No oil and gas

leasing in 4,200

acres of the Rock

Creek ACEC in the

WSA.

No oil and gas

leasing in the WSA

outside the ACEC.

Drainage of gas

resources under the

WSA by adjacent

production.

136 BCF of gas ($177

million) produced.

2,000 BCF ($2.6

million) of gas

foregone.

0

0 acres

54 percent (195

acres) of common use

area for moss rock in

Log Hollow closed.

Big game numbers would

remain about the same or

increase slightly.

Disturbance to

wildlife would be

reduced.

Water quality

problems (channel

stability and

sedimentation) would

continue at natural

levels. Habitat for

the Colorado River

cutthroat trout

maintained.
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TABLE 2-1 (Continued)

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS LAKE MOUNTAIN WSA

rroposeo MCiion

(No Wilderness)

Alternative A

(All Wilderness)

Recreation

Opportunities

Access for hunting

would increase but

there would be added

oil and gas activity.

Hunter-days (725

annually) would not

change.

Hunter use would be

reduced by 400

hunter-days annually

to 325 hunter-days.

Recreation associated

with motorized

vehicle use would be

reduced.

Vehicle-dependent

recreation reduced,

but overall

recreation

opportunities would

be maintained.

100-200 visitor-days

using snowmobiles

would be maintained one

of every three years.

100-200 visitor-days

using snowmobiles

would be lost one of

every three years.

Livestock Grazing Water availability and

livestock distribution

problems could be

resolved by new range

improvements.

Water availability

and livestock

distribution problems

would continue. One

spring development

would be installed

without using

motorized vehicles.

Range improvements

would not be

constrained by having

to meet nonimpairment

criteria.

Costs of additional

improvements would be

increased because of

constraints imposed

by nonimpairment

criteria.

Livestock operators

would use motorized

vehicles.

Occasional

inconvenience to

livestock operators

because of motorized

vehicle use

restrictions.

Timber Production The WSA, excluding the

Rock Creek drainage,

would be available

for timber harvesting.

There would be no

timber harvesting

activities.

85 acres harvested

over 20 years,

yielding 900,000

board feet of timber.

900,000 board feet of

timber would be

foregone over 20

years.
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Proposed Action and

Alternatives

No Wilderness (Proposed Action -

No Action)

The Proposed Action is to designate none of the

13,865-acre Lake Mountain WSA as wilderness. Oil

and gas leasing would resume with stipulations to

protect other resources. Approximately 4,200 acres

of the WSA would be managed according to the

ACEC management plan.

Impacts to Wilderness Values

Naturalness

There would be a loss in naturalness outside of

the Rock Creek ACEC because oil and gas opera

tions would be allowed. The existing well site on

associated with pre-FLPMA acreage would continue

to affect naturalness on about 20 acres because it

is relatively well screened by trees.

Approximately 49 acres would be occupied by

new well sites, roads, and other facilities, resulting

in a loss in naturalness. Three producing wells in the

eastern portion of the WSA (21 acres of well sites

and facilities) would be in areas where there are

fewer trees. They would affect naturalness on about

180 to 200 acres of the WSA.

The 4 producing wells in the western portion of

the WSA (42 acres of well sites and facilities) would

affect naturalness on about 100 acres. These wells

would have a lesser effect because they would be

easier to screen from view because they could be

placed on ridgetop screened by trees where they

would be more difficult for a visitor to the WSA to

see.

The effects of forestry activities would adversely

affect naturalness because of the removal of 85

acres of timber over 20 years. As regeneration of the

forest resource takes place, naturalness would

return. Forestry activities would affect solitude only

while the activities are occurring.

The prescribed burning would be designed to

approximate a natural burn and would not affect

naturalness. The burn would be irregular and would

be indistinguishable from one caused by lightning.

Overall, this activity would not affect wilderness

values.

The collection of moss rock in the common use

area would adversely affect naturalness on 1 95 acres

in one isolated canyon along the southern boundary

of the WSA. It would not affect naturalness in any

of the rest of the WSA.

Solitude

There would be a loss in solitude outside the Rock

Creek ACEC because oil and gas operations would

be allowed. Approximately 94.5 acres would be dis

turbed by roads and other facilities, resulting in a

loss in solitude. Because little exploration and pro

duction is anticipated in the western part of the WSA,

and these disturbances would not be allowed in the

ACEC, these losses would be apparent in about half

of the WSA. During the winter, both construction

and drilling activities would be reduced, resulting in

a seasonal return of solitude. Activities allowed out

side of the ACEC could be heard within the ACEC,

resulting in reduced opportunities for solitude.

The closure to motorized vehicles in the ACEC

and the limited designation in the rest of the WSA

would help to preserve solitude. However, the level

of satisfaction associated with recreation in a prim

itive and unconfined setting would be diminished

due to activities allowed outside the ACEC.

Implementation of the Proposed Action would

maintain some of the wilderness character of the

WSA. Within the Rock Creek ACEC (4,200 acres of

which is in the WSA), essentially all the wilderness

characteristics would remain intact because oil and

gas activities, motorized vehicles, and forest man

agement activities would be excluded.

Collection of moss rock (on 195 acres) and for

estry activities (on 85 acres) would also adversely

affect solitude for short periods over the next 20

years.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

Recreation activities which benefit from a pristine

environment would be lost while timbering activities

are ongoing and while oil and gas construction and

drilling are taking place. After these periods for both

activities, the effects on solitude in the ACEC would

to be minimal. Prescribed burning would result in a

temporary loss in opportunities for primitive and

unconfined recreation.

Special Features

The special features in the ACEC would be pro

tected with No Surface Occupancy stipulations on

4,200 acres. The Rock Creek drainage would also

not be subject to timber harvesting. Wildlife, includ

ing the naturally wintering elk herd and Colorado

River cutthroat trout, would not be adversely
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affected because oil and gas leases would include

stipulations to protect both winter range and the

Rock Creek drainage. These stipulations would limit

the lease rights and allow the BLM to deny opera

tions that are not in conformance with the stipula

tions, if appropriate. Elk would be protected from dis

turbance by snowmobiles during normal and severe

winters by the elimination of snowmobile.

Conclusion

Naturalness, solitude, and opportunities for prim

itive and unconfined recreation would be retained in

about half of the WSA (approximately 7,000 acres).

Special features of the WSA would be preserved.

Impacts to Oil and Gas Exploration and

Production

The entire area would be available for leasing with

appropriate stipulations. Under the Proposed

Action, 9 wells would be drilled and up to 2,000 BCF

of gas would be recovered from the WSA. This total

includes approximately 45 BCF produced from WSA

acreage by the existing well in the WSA.

The oil and gas activity within the WSA would pro

vide a continuing level of employment in the indus

trial sector similar to the current situation, primarily

associated with production activities. The Riley

Ridge field, of which the WSA is a part, is a highly

automated field but it provides long- term local em

ployment to keep the wells operational and to run

the dehydration plant, well field manifolds, and pipe

lines.

Conclusion

An estimated 2,000 BCF of gas ($2.6 billion) would

be produced from the WSA. This accounts for about

4 percent of the reserves in the Green River Basin

(50,000 BCF).

Impacts to Wildlife Habitat

There are no actions proposed which would

reduce habitat for deer, moose, bear, raptors, and

small game. Therefore, the habitat would be main

tained within the 4,200 acres of the Rock Creek

ACEC.

Off-highway vehicle (OHV) restrictions would

reduce impacts to wildlife on the remainder of the

area. The winter closure for the elk crucial winter

range would result in no disturbance of elk during

critical winter periods and no displacement would

occur during this period. The elk in this area are the

last naturally wintering population of elk in this part

of Wyoming; the prevention of disturbance during

this period is very important.

There would be 9 wells drilled resulting in 49 acres

occupied by producing wells and facilities, an insig

nificant portion of the approximately 275,000-acre

herd area. These disturbances would occur within

the WSA but outside the ACEC. The human activity

associated with drilling would cause elk to avoid the

areas while drilling occurs. Within 5 years, elk

numbers would return to approximately 75 to 80 per

cent of pre-drilling levels. Elk numbers would return

to pre-drilling levels after about 10 years, assuming

levels of activity associated with production cur

rently associated with the Riley Ridge field.

Activities in the common use area for moss rock

would not be allowed during crucial winter periods

for big game. The 195 acres disturbed by moss rock

activities are insignificant compared to the

275,000-acre herd area. Therefore, there would be

minimal effects from this activity.

As a result of the approximate 200 acres of pre

scribed burning in the eastern part of the WSA over

the next 20 years, the habitat would be improved.

Cutthroat trout habitat would remain unchanged

(e.g., Spring Branch and Conway creeks) with nat

ural erosion occurring because of the inherent insta

bility of the soils. The slope restrictions and restric

tions on surface disturbance within 500 feet of live

streams would prevent surface disturbance that

could cause accelerated erosion. As a result of man

agement in the Rock Creek ACEC, off-highway vehi

cles would not be allowed and surface occupancy

for oil and gas would be precluded. Mineral extrac

tion for salables would not be allowed in the ACEC.

Forest management activities would be precluded in

the Rock Creek drainage. Existing stream exclo-

sures would be maintained. There is currently a clo

sure to fishing ordered by the WGFD. Therefore, the

habitat of the Colorado River cutthroat trout would

be maintained and there would be no impacts due

to the Proposed Action.

Conclusion

Wildlife habitat would be lost due to direct disturb

ance (49 acres due to oil and gas, 85 acres due to

forestry operations, and 195 acres in the moss rock

common use area). Approximately 20 to 25 percent

of the elk would avoid the area around drilling for

up to 5 years. The OHV closure would prevent dis

turbance to elk from motorized vehicles during crit

ical periods. The preclusion of activities in the Rock

Creek drainagewouIdmaintainthe habitat of the Col

orado River cutthroat trout.
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Impacts to Recreation Opportunities

Although approximately 4,200 acres on the WSA

(in the Rock Creek ACEC) would be closed to motor

ized vehicles, there would be no change in OHV vis

itor use because there are no roads or trails in the

drainage and no off-road use is occurring. The re

maining 9,665 acres of the WSA would be limited to

existing roads and trails. Since there are 5 miles of

trails and there would be an additional 10 miles of

roads associated with oil and gas activity, the roads

and trails in the WSA would provide sufficient access

to support the 525 OHV visitor-days of hunting and

fishing. Approximately 300 visitor-days of hunters

using horses would be maintained.

The seasonal closure during normal and severe

winters (2 of every 3 years) would result in a loss of

100 to 200 visitor-days associated with snowmobile

use during those years.

The quality of the recreation experience would be

reduced as a result of oil and gas, timber manage

ment, and moss rock removal activities during the

period the activity occurs. The reduction in the qual

ity of the recreation experience would continue for

the life of the wells for producing oil and gas wells.

Conclusion

The OHV closures would have no effect on hunt

ing and fishing use (525 visitor-days). Seasonal res

trictions on snowmobile use (100 to 200 visitor-

days) would continue to displace users 2 out of every

3 years. Recreation use by hunters using horses

would remain at the current level of 300 visitor-days

annually. There would be a reduction in the level of

satisfaction in the recreation experience for those

who prefer primitive, unconfined recreation.

Impacts to Timber Production

As a result of management prescribed for the Rock

Creek ACEC, timber harvesting would be precluded

on 1,322 acres of conifer and 18 acres of aspen. The

preclusion of aspen harvest would result in no effect

because there is no local demand for aspen prod

ucts. The preclusion of conifer harvest would result

in about 14,013,000 board feet of production, over

the next 20 years, being foregone and eventually

lost.

Timber harvesting would be allowed on approxi

mately 85 acres of conifer in the WSA over the next

20 years, resulting in a production of 900,000 board

feet.

The current level of mortality due to insects and

disease would continue unchecked, resulting in a

loss of about 520,000 board feet of production over

the next 20 years. Forest stands would rejuvenate as

mortality occurs. Total production is insignificant

compared to the 400 million board feet produced

from the nearby Bridger-Teton National Forest over

20 years.

Conclusion

Approximately 85 acres of conifer forest would be

harvested in the next 20 years, with a production of

900,000 board feet of timber. About 520,000 board

feet would be lost to insects and disease over the

same period. Over 50 to 100 years, 14,013,000 board

feet of conifer timber would be lost on the portion

of the ACEC closed to timber management, as the

stand ages. The forest character would not be lost

because, as age and disease claim portions of the

forest, young trees would take over and the stands

would rejuvenate.

Impacts to Livestock Grazing

Livestock grazing would continue at the current

level of 1,210 AUMs for cattle within the WSA from

May 1 5 to September 30. The 8 range improvements

and the 2 exclosures (along Rock Creek) would con

tinue to be maintained. Because of the OHV closure

in the Rock Creek ACEC, the construction and main

tenance of a spring and the maintenance of the 2

exclosures within the Rock Creek ACEC would have

to be accomplished without the benefit of motorized

vehicles. Motorized vehicles used in connection with

livestock operations would be limited to existing

roads and trails in the WSA.

Conclusion

Livestock use would remain at 1 ,21 0 AUMS. There

would be no impact on livestock use.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

Wilderness values would be lost in about half of

the WSA due to direct disturbance on approximately

375 acres from oil and gas activity, moss rock

removal, and forestry activities.

Irreversible and Irretrievable

Commitments of Resources

Approximately 2,000 BCF of natural gas would be

recovered WSA and moss rock would be removed

from 1 95 acres. There are no other irreversible or irre

trievable commitments of resources.
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Short-Term Uses versus Long-Term

Productivity

Seven producing oil and gas wells and associated

facilities would occupy approximately 49 acres for

the life of the wells, estimated to be upwards of 30

years. After these sites are reclaimed, productive

wildlife habitat would be re-established.-

Harvesting of forest products from 85 acres would

result in short-term adverse impacts but would

increase long-term productivity of forest products

by opening up some of the stands and controlling

diseased stands. The harvesting would have benefi

cial long term impact on wildlife habitat because

stands would be opened while providing for appro

priate cover ratios for big game.

All Wilderness (13,865 acres

designated)

All of the 13,865-acre Lake Mountain WSA would

be designated as wilderness. The producing well

associated with pre-FLPMA leased acreage would

continue to produce from the WSA and would con

tinue to occupy 7.5 acres with well site and asso

ciated facilities. Oil and gas leasing would not

resume in the WSA.

Impacts to Wilderness Values

Naturalness

As a result of wilderness management, natural

ness would be protected on all but 1 0 acres surround

ing the existing gas well in the southeast portion of

the WSA. The existing well is relatively well screened

from view by trees. This makes the area around the

well where naturalness is lost only 20 acres, rather

than the entire acreage of pre-FLPMA leases (600

acres). Timber management, OHV use, and moss

rock removal activities would be prohibited, preserv

ing solitude.

Solitude

Wilderness management would result in no activ

ity associated with timber management, moss rock

removal, or OHV use. Producing oil and gas wells

in this area are relatively quiet and have little effect

on solitude when they go into production. The exist

ing gas well in the southeast portion of the WSA

(associated with a pre-FLPMA lease) would disrupt

solitude on approximately 40 acres.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

Wilderness management would preserve primitive

and unconfined recreation on all but 40 acres asso

ciated with the existing oil and gas well. The prohi

bition of timber production, moss rock removal, and

OHV use would help preserve primitive and uncon

fined recreation.

Special Features

As a result of wilderness management, additional

surface-disturbing activities would be precluded in

the entire WSA. The Colorado River cutthroat trout

and the naturally wintering herd of elk would be pro

tected.

Conclusion

There would be no impact to naturalness, solitude,

primitive and unconfined recreation, or the special

features associated with the Colorado River cut

throat trout and the habitat for the naturally winter

ing herd of elk.

Impacts to Oil and Gas Exploration and

Production

There are 600 acres of pre-FLPMA leases held by

production. One gas well would be drilled and

approximately 136 BCF of gas ($177 million) would

be produced if the typical Madison reservoir were

tapped. There would be approximately 10.5 acres of

surface disturbance due to the well location, access

road, and other facilities.

Exploration for and development of oil and gas on

the remaining 13,265 acres would not take place and

would not contribute to regional oil and gas produc

tion. Production of an estimated 2,000 BCF of gas

($2.6 billion) would be foregone. The 10 projected

wells would be foregone.

The potential for production of gas resources is

high, especially in the eastern portion of the WSA.

Approximately 600 leased acres currently held by

production are located within the WSA and the

Graphite Federal unit. These deep Madison gas re

serves are considerable with up to 2,000 BCF of gas,

assuming that reservoir conditions to the east are

also present beneath the entire WSA. The Madison

reservoir is very large and laterally continuous.

Therefore, it is likely that it continues below part or

all of the WSA.
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Conclusion

Oil and gas production from the WSA itself would

be 136 BCF of natural gas ($177 million). Gas pro

duction would be foregone on 2,000 BCF of natural

gas ($2.6 billion). Ten projected wells would be fore

gone.

Impacts to Wildlife Habitat

Wildernessmanagementprecludestimberharvest

ing, moss rock removal, and OHV use in the entire

WSA. The only oil and gas activity would be asso

ciated with the maintenance and production from

the 1 well on a pre-FLPMA lease in the southeast por

tion of the WSA, occupying about 10 acres. Only 1

trip per week is needed because the well field, of

which this well is a part (Exxon LaBarge Project of

the Riley Ridge Field), is highly automated. It is mon

itored and controlled from a central facility several

miles from the WSA. Big game have been moving

back into the area since the well was drilled in 1985.

Prescribed burning would result in a short-term

beneficial impact to wildlife habitat.

Conclusion

Wildlife habitat would be protected in the entire

WSA. Big game would be displaced from near the

existing well once a week when workers check on

the well. The habitat for the Colorado River cutthroat

trout would be protected.

Impacts to Recreation Opportunities

Wilderness management would preclude OHV

use, displacing 100 to 200 visitor-days associated

with snowmobiles during 1 in every 3 years and dis

placing 400 hunter-days annually as hunters would

go elsewhere. It is anticipated that there would con

tinue to be 325 hunter-days annually in the WSA.

There would be no increase in visitor use as a

result of wilderness designation for sightseeing, hik

ing, or photography. The quality of the recreation

experience for those seeking primitive and uncon-

fined recreation would be enhanced on all but 40

acres.

Conclusion

Total recreation visitor use would decrease by 400

visitor-days annually from the current level of 725

visitor-days. The quality of primitive and unconfined

recreation would be enhanced on 13,825 acres. All

snowmobilers (100 to 200 visitor-days during 1 of

every 3 years) would be displaced to nearby areas

which are adequate to support the additional use.

Impacts to Livestock Grazing

Wilderness management would preclude the use

of motorized vehicles for livestock management

activities. This would necessitate either a lower level

of activity or the use of horseback or foot travel,

rather than the 2 trips per month by motorized vehi

cle currently projected. Grazing would remain at the

current level of 1,210 AUMs of cattle use. The graz

ing season would not change from the current May

15 to September 30.

Conclusion

Livestock grazing management would be

unchanged with the exception of the prohibition of

use of motorized vehicles to check on livestock and

to perform maintenance on range improvements.

Impacts to Timber Production

Wilderness management would preclude timber

harvest activities. As a result, approximately 900,000

board feet of conifer timber production would be

foregone over the next 20 years. In 50 to 100 years,

this production would be lost as a result of disease,

insects, and the aging of the stands. The character

of the forest would remain because younger trees

would replace the aging stands. No harvest of aspen

products would occur. The loss in timber production

is minor compared to the approximate 400 million

board feet produced from the nearby Bridger-Teton

National Forest.

Conclusion

No timber production would occur. Approxi

mately 520,000 board feet of timber would be lost

over the next 20 years due to disease and insects.

Approximately 900,000 board feet of timber produc

tion would be foregone within the next 50 to 100

years.
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