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Fisheries: Is there a fish barrier on Rock Creek to protect the native trout?  
Yes.  There was a barrier in Rock Creek up until 2015(?).  It was removed by the G&F because a new 
barrier exists further downstream on Labarge creek. 
 
Big Game 
Lake Mountain WSA is crucial winter range for moose, elk and mule deer along the very southeastern 
edge.  Moose only along the southern boundary of the WSA.  Elk winter range was recently expanded by 
the Wyoming Game and Fish. 
 
Q: How many elk? 
R: The population estimate for elk is likely 200 or less depending on the winter.   
 
Q: any crucial winter range for antelope? 
R: Not in the WSA, but there is crucial winter range for pronghorn south of the WSA. The WSA is 
summer range for antelope. 
 
There is potential for designating mule deer stop-over areas.  Numerous collared does have been 
documented on the WSA during fall and spring migration.  That research is being conducted by the 
COOP for the WY game and fish.  Nothing has been finalized by either group. 
 
Q: Are motorized vehicles (snowmobiles) allowed in the crucial winter range? 
R: No.  The range is closed to motorized vehicles off of established roads, e.g., no vehicles on two-track 
type roads.  The range opens May 1. 
 
The big game closure is on ‘layered on top’ of the land use designation, meaning that it won’t go away if 
it is designated as multiple use. 
 
Birds 
Large portions of the WSA are designated as sage-grouse General Habitat; but none as Priority Habitat 
or Core (Priority is the federal designation and Core is the state's for the same habitat). 
 
There are a number of raptor nests in the WSA, red tailed hawk, but no specially designated species. 
 
Any management actions associated with eagles?   
R: If there was an action (e.g. O&G) then we may consider reviewing the options for protection.  Eagles 
are found south of the WSA. 
 
Q: what about songbirds? 
R: there is critical habitat for the yellow-billed cuckoo near Siskidee, but there isn’t the habitat in the 
WSA.   
 
 



Other Wildlife 
The northern part of the WSA, the timbered area, was designated as critical habitat for lynx by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. It is not prime lynx habitat, but meets modeling criteria for habitat. 
 
There is potential for sensitive species, e.g. boreal toads, in the WSA, but we don’t have any surveys that 
tell us that such species actually exist or not in the area.  Boreal toads require willow and wet marshland 
habitat. 
 
Q: What about predators? 
R: There are bobcats, mountain lions and bears in the area, but no designated habitat as such.  It is not 
inconceivable that grizzlies could be there, but none have been reported that far south. 
 
Q: Is there a potential for BLM habitat projects in the WSA? 
If we did, we’d need to improve and/or rebuild the exclosures. [fish exclosures?] 
 
Q: Regarding snowmobiling, is the area clearly marked as closed to motor vehicles off the established 
roads? 
R: Yes, we don’t really have issues of snow machines going in there during the time it is off limits. But as 
soon as the restrictions lift on May 1, a lot of people go back there for shed hunting. 
 


