
The Wilderness 

Act of 1964

Expanding Settlement

Growing Mechanization



“Wilderness 

protection is paper 

thin, and the  paper 

should be the best 

we can get — that 

upon which 

Congress prints its 

Acts.” David Brower, 1956

“Let’s be done with a wilderness preservation 

program made up of a sequence of threats and 

defense campaigns! Let’s make a concerted effort 

for a positive program … where we can be at 

peace and not forever feel that the wilderness is a 

battleground.” Howard Zahniser 1951

Versus



“If future generations are to remember us with gratitude rather than contempt, we must leave them more than the 

miracles of technology. We must leave them with a glimpse of the world as it was in the beginning, not just after 

we got through with it”. Lyndon B. Johnson



Wilderness Act of 1964

Statement of Policy

“ …to assure that an increasing population, 

accompanied by expanding settlement and 

growing mechanization, does not occupy 

and modify all areas within the United 

States and its possessions, leaving no lands 

designated for preservation and protection in 

their natural condition…” Sec 2(a)



Wilderness Act of 1964

Statement of Policy

“…it is hereby declared to be the policy of 

the Congress to secure for the American 

people of present and future generations 

the benefits of an enduring resource of 

wilderness.” Sec 2(a)



The Wilderness Act…..
1. Created a NWPS and established a process for adding new areas

2014

109.8 Mil Acres

762 Wilderness Areas

1964

9.1 Mil Acres

54 Wilderness Areas

NATIONAL WILDERNESS

PRESERVATION SYSTEM



“…an area where the 
earth and its community of 
life are untrammeled by 
man, where man himself 
is a visitor who does not 
remain.” Sec 2(c)

“…undeveloped Federal 
land retaining its primeval 
character and influence, 
without permanent 
improvements or human 
habitation…” Sec 2(c)

The Wilderness Act…..
2. Defined Wilderness



“…generally appears to 
have been affected 
primarily by the forces of 
nature, with the imprint of 
man’s work substantially 
unnoticeable…” Sec 2(c)

“…has outstanding 
opportunities for solitude 
or a primitive and 
unconfined type of 
recreation…” Sec 2(c)

Definition of Wilderness



“…has at least five 
thousand acres of land or 
is of sufficient size as to 
make practicable its 
preservation and use in an 
unimpaired condition…”

Sec 2(c)

“…may contain ecological, 
geological, or other 
features of scientific, 
educational, scenic, or 
historical value.”  Sec 2(c)

Definition of Wilderness



“… these [areas] shall be administered for the use and 

enjoyment of the American people in such manner as 

will leave them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment 

as wilderness, and so as to provide for the protection of 

these areas, the preservation of their wilderness 

character...” Sec 2(a)

The Wilderness Act…..
3. Established Agency Responsibilities



Purpose of the Wilderness Act 

Howard Zahniser

“The purpose of the 

Wilderness Act is to preserve 

the wilderness character of 

the areas to be included in the 

wilderness system, not to 

establish any particular use.”



“Except as otherwise 

provided in this Act, 

wilderness areas shall be 

devoted to the public 

purposes of 

recreational, scenic, 

scientific, educational, 

conservation, and 

historical use.”

Sec 4(b)

The Wilderness Act…..
4. Established the Use of Wilderness and Prohibitions



Commercial Enterprise

Permanent Road

Temporary Road

Use of Motor Vehicles

Motorized Equipment

Motorboats

Landing of Aircraft

Mechanical Transport

Structure or Installation

Sec 4(c)

Prohibited Uses



Exceptions

1) “Except as specifically 

provided for in this Act…”

2) “…subject to existing 

private rights…”

3) Other provisions of law



Special Provisions

Aircraft & Motorboats

Fire, Insects, & Disease

Water & Power Projects

Commercial Grazing

Commercial Services

Water Rights

Wildlife Jurisdictions

Sec 4(d)



4) “…except as 

necessary to meet 

minimum

requirements for the 

administration of the 

area for the purpose 

of this Act…” Sec 4(c)

MRA

Fourth Exception



Wyoming Wilderness Act

October 30, 1984



Purpose of the Wyoming 

Wilderness Act 

(1) designate certain National Forest System lands in 

Wyoming for inclusion in the National Wilderness 

Preservation System in order to preserve the wilderness 

character of the land and to protect watersheds and wildlife 

habitat, preserve scenic and historic resources, and promote 

scientific research, primitive recreation, solitude, physical 

and mental challenge, and inspiration for the benefit of all of 

the American people; and

(2) insure that certain National Forest System lands in the 

State of Wyoming be made available for uses other than 

wilderness in accordance with applicable national forest laws 

and planning procedures and the provisions of this Act.



1. Added areas to the NWPS and tied administration 

of these areas to 1964 Wilderness Act

2. Designated three WSAs and set interim direction

3. Released areas not designated under the Act and 

established future review of roadless areas

4.  Established additional special provisions

The Wyoming Wilderness Act…..





Wilderness Study Areas
Review suitability for 

preservation as wilderness upon 

revision of Forest Plans

Administer so as to maintain 

their presently existing 

wilderness character and 

potential for inclusion in the 

National Wilderness Preservation 

System

Provision for oil and gas 

exploration and development 

activity

Withdrawn from all forms of 

appropriation under the mining 

laws

Snowmobiling shall continue to 

be allowed in the same manner 

and degree as was occurring 

prior to the date of enactment of 

this Act



Bridger-Teton Forest Plan …..

The WSAs will be 

managed to protect 

long-term wilderness 

attributes. No activities 

will be allowed that will 

jeopardize the eligibility 

of the WSAs for future 

Congressional 

designation as 

Wilderness. Existing 

uses of the WSAs, 

such as snowmobiling 

and mountain biking, 

will be allowed to 

continue. 


