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Sublette County WPLI Advisory Committee 
 

Potential Options for Management and Designation  
of Lake Mountain WSA 

 
This document is a listing of possible future options suggested by members of the Sublette 
County WPLI Advisory Committee for designation and/or management of the Lake Mountain 
Wilderness Study Area (WSA).  This listing represents the ideas, opinions, and preferences of 
individual committee members as of the date shown on the document. Options listed here 
were refined in scope from the April 5, 2017 draft. The committee may amend, remove, or add 
new options in future drafts.  

Options are categorized by management emphasis, such as managing for wildlife, grazing, 
mining, and so on and are not listed in any order of priority. General management options 
pertain to potential Congressionally designated special areas. The committee will select an 
option, a combination of options, or a modification of one or more of these options in its 
recommendation to the Sublette Board of County Commissioners for final designation and 
management of Lake Mountain WSA and associated lands.  

The committee seeks public input on the range of options it is considering.  You may post 
comments to the committee about this document at https://sublettewpli.org/share-your-
input/submit-comments. 

 
Wildlife: 

1. Maintain current use restrictions in the ACEC for Colorado River cutthroat trout 

a) Modify the ACEC boundary to conform to the watershed boundary 

2. Limit or eliminate motorized access 

3. Maintain existing seasonal use restrictions for the protection of wildlife winter range, 
migration and parturition habitats 

4. Undertake habitat improvements 
 
Grazing and livestock management: 

5. Create a grazing management plan in the WSA that:  

a) Allows for creating and maintaining of stock water 

b) Addresses any fencing needs in the grazing allotments 

c) Optimizes forage production for both wildlife and livestock 

6. Ensure that permittees and the BLM have all the tools in the tool box to manage the lands 
within the WSA. Don’t legislate something that will limit permittees’ or BLMs ability to 
properly manage resources 
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Forest Management 

7. Allow forest management projects to occur in the WSA to improve forest health and wildlife 
habitat. 

 
Oil/Gas/Mining 

8. No new oil and gas leasing within current WSA boundaries 

9. Establish no surface occupancy (NSO) for any new oil and gas leases within the boundaries 
of the WSA 

10. Establish NSO for valid and existing leases within the boundaries of the WSA 

11. Explore full oil and gas development options with directional drilling 

12. Allow oil and gas leasing and development in the Graphite Hollow and Conway Creek area of 
the WSA and allow leasing with an NSO restriction anywhere else within the WSA boundary. 

13. Allow moss-rock extraction in the WSA 

14. Prohibit moss-rock extraction in the WSA 

15. Allow limited moss-rock extraction (gathering) in the WSA 
 
Motorized Access 

16. Develop guidelines to allow ORV use on existing two-tracks in the WSA and prohibit 
additional ORV trails 

17. Maintain existing snowmobile (OTS vehicle) restrictions in the WSA 

18. Prohibit motorized use in the entire WSA 

19. Allow ORV use for maintenance of grazing permits (with some restrictions or guidelines) 

20. Allow ORV use for all resource management purposes 
 
Development/Structures 

21. Honor the right of inholding owners to build and maintain structures that comply with 
zoning and other laws, and the rights of grazing permittees to maintain improvements 
benefitting them.  

 
General Management/Other 

22. Allow current existing uses in the WSA 

23. Include the ~8,000-acre LWC (Lands with Wilderness Characteristics) south of WSA in a 
comprehensive land management package 

24. Initiate a land swap with the Office of State Lands and Investments for the state parcels 
adjoining the WSA  

25. Release from WSA status and maintain the existing Rock Creek ACEC. Designate the 
remainder as a Special Conservation Area. 

26. Allow full multiple use of the area outside of the Rock Creek ACEC (full release).  

27. Allow for a cooperative management protection area with the BLM (similar to the Steens 
Mountain Area). 

28. Designate the WSA as wilderness. 


