What is the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative (WPLI)?
The goal of WPLI
The goal is to come to final
designation or release of
Wyoming’s 45 Wilderness Study
Areas (WSAs) by creating a statewide legislative package with
broad support from public-lands
stakeholders throughout
Wyoming.

Led by WCCA
The Wyoming County
Commissioners Association (WCCA) initiated this effort and formally invited the Board
of County Commissioners in all 23 counties in
Wyoming to participate. Eight counties have
opted to participate.

A collaborative process
Participating counties will form advisory committees, comprised of public-lands stakeholders.
Each county advisory committee will gather
information and collaboratively develop management recommendations about WSAs within
their county. Advisory committees may also
consider land management options outside
WSA boundaries.
The advisory committee submits its recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners
who may accept, deny, or send the recommendations back to the committee for further consideration. The county recommendations will
be compiled into one Congressional package.

Sublette County WPLI Advisory Committee
Committee Members
Name

Representation Category

Coke Landers, Co-chair

Agriculture/Ranching

Dan Smitherman, Co-chair

Conservation

Dave Bell

General Public

Mike Crosson

Sportsmen

Mike Henn

Conservation District

Bill Lanning

Motorized Recreation

Monte Skinner

Non-Motorized Recreation

Mike Smith

Energy

The Sublette County WPLI Advisory
Committee welcomes and encourages community members to
attend their monthly meetings.
They usually meet on the first
Wednesday of each month, from
1:00-5:00 pm, at the Sublette County Commissioners Chambers in
Pinedale.

Email the Committee at
wpli@sublettewyo.com

Field Tours
The committee will be taking field tours of
the WSAs in Sublette County. Anyone who
is interested is invited to join them. Contact the committee for details.
Dates:
Shoal Creek WSA July 12-13
Scab Creek WSA September 6

Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs)
What are WSAs?
WSAs are areas of land determined to have wilderness potential, but which required further study to determine final designation. Of Wyoming’s 45 WSAs, 42 are managed by the BLM and three are managed by the
US Forest Service The BLM WSAs were created through the Federal Land Policy & Management Act of 1976
and the Forest Service WSAs were designated in the Wyoming Wilderness Act of 1984. Both acts stipulate
they should be managed as wilderness until Congress makes a final management determination. The Forest
Service allows snowmobile access at 1984 levels in WSAs they manage. Grazing is allowed in all WSAs.

The WSAs in Sublette County
Lake Mountain
 13,865 acres; managed by BLM
 Has an irregular series of steep-sided ridges

ranging in elevation from 7,400 to over
9,600 feet.

Scab Creek
 7,636 acres; managed by BLM
 Has very rugged natural wilder-

ness features and ample opportunity for solitude.

Shoal Creek
 32,373 acres (20,754 acres within Sublette County; 11,619 acres
within Teton County); managed by USFS
 Has bare rock faces, waterfalls, deep glacial canyons and open meadows, and abundant wildlife.

For more information, please visit the Sublette County WPLI Advisory Committee website:
https://sublettewpli.org
And please share your thoughts about the WPLI project by leaving a public comment.

The future of the WPLI
What happens next
County advisory committees will develop recommendations for final designation and management of the
WSAs within their boundaries. Committees have a nearly unlimited range of management options to choose
from. For example, they could recommend a portion of a WSA to be managed for motorized recreation, another portion designated as wilderness, and another conserved as wildlife habitat. An entire WSA may be
designated as wilderness or released with other management direction. Committees may recommend land
swaps or special land use designations such as National Recreation Area, or Cooperative Management and
Protection Area. Once approved by the Board of County Commissioners, the WCCA in cooperation with the
office of the Governor and the Wyoming congressional delegation, will review the recommendations and include them in a legislative package. This legislative package will then be submitted as a bill and must be
passed by congress to become law.

Please also visit the WPLI
Initiative website at:
http://www.wyo-wcca.org
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