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Sublette County WPLI Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 

October 4, 2017 
Pinedale, WY 

 

   Draft for Review     Approved 

Committee Members Present: 
Mike Crosson, Sportsmen  
Dave Bell, General Public  
Bill Lanning, Motorized Recreation  
Monte Skinner, Non‐Motorized Recreation 
Dan Smitherman, Conservation 

 
Members Absent: 
Coke Landers, Agriculture/Ranching  
Mike Smith, Energy 
Mike Henn, Conservation District  

Others Present: 
Steve Smutko, UW Ruckelshaus Institute, Facilitator 
Joy Ufford, Pinedale Roundup 
 
 

Agenda: 
Old Business: 

1. Catch up on new developments since the 
last committee meeting 

2. Discuss feedback from the Boulder public 
meeting on Scab Creek  

3. Reschedule the Scab Creek field tour  
 
New Business: 

1. Develop a plan and schedule for working 
with the Teton County Shoal Creek 
subcommittee  

2. Brainstorm interests and options for 
management and designation of Shoal Creek 
WSA 

 

Handouts: 
1. Agenda 
2. JH News and Guide articles: Bruce Hayse OpEd,  
3. Options Compilation  

Actions Taken:  
1. Make public comments viewable on Sublette WPLI website  
2. A tour of Scab Creek is cancelled, pending approval from absent committee members 
3. Dan Smitherman will e-mail the Shoal Creek subcommittee and the Teton-Sublette County 

Outfitters Association 
4. Get completed Interest-Options worksheets to Steve Smutko 
5. An updated options list will be sent out to the committee  
6. The November meeting has been tentatively rescheduled for Nov. 15th (Originally on Nov. 1st)  
7. Ungulate winter range maps will be added to the Sublette WPLI website 

 

Meeting Summary 
 
1:30 Meeting Convenes 
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Old Business 
Dan Smitherman shared relevant events happening outside the WPLI process.  A draft proposal is ready for 
the McCullough Peaks WSA (Park County).  
Mike Crosson brought up a Sublette County Land Use Plan that states, “there will be no more wilderness 
allocated in Sublette county”. Dan responded that he believes the WPLI proposal, as federal legislation, will 
supersede the county document. 
The recent complaint and NOI from WildEarth Guardians and the Winter Wildlands Alliance against the 
Forest Service was discussed. Holds that the FS has violated the ESA under Section 7 in regard to their 2016 
Over Snow Vehicle Use Map. Dan explained that this is policy complaint that is not about the use of 
snowmobiles, but rather how the Forest Service tells snowmobilers where to go. Any legislative proposal for 
Shoal Creek would trump the lawsuit.  
 
Feedback from September’s Public Meeting concerning Scab Creek. Bill Lanning shared that the meeting 
was not well attended. Public comment came from Jesse Early and Dee  spoke against wilderness 
designation, wildfire perspective (thought Scab was FS, but actually BLM). Dee echoed his comments. A 
NOLS rep attended, but was not there to make a formal statement. She shared how NOLS uses the area.  
 
The present committee members unanimously decided to cancel a tour of Scab Creek, pending approval 
from absent committee members 
 
New Business 
Public Comment: Joy Ufford asked about public comments submitted to website, and if they were viewable 
to public. Only comments made on the mapping tool are viewable to everyone currently, but it was decided 
to catalogue comments and make them viewable. Names would only be included if they were part of the 
comment.   
 
Working w/ the Shoal Creek Subcommittee 
Members include Dan Smitherman, Steve Kilpatrick, Rob Shaul, Mike Mielke, and Siva Sundersan. The entire 
Teton Committee has not made a commitment to visit Shoal Creek extensively.  There have not been any 
interests based discussions around Shoal Creek to date. There was discussion over whether it was too early 
in the process to engage with the subcommittee. The general sentiment was that more interests-options 
need to be on the table, but Mike Crosson suggested that sooner rather than later was important to staring 
the discussion. Dan Smitherman said he would reach out the subcommittee, expressing that the Sublette 
Committee is interested in communication, although they think it is a little early. 
Dave Bell expressed it would be advantageous to look at Shoal Creek as a whole. Steve Smutko pointed out 
that the entire Teton committee is not yet sure how to work with subcommittee. Clarification is needed on 
whether or not the subcommittee can speak for the entire committee.  
 
 2:15 Break  
 
2:22 Meeting Resumes 
 
Shoal Creek Interests and Options Brainstorm  
Steve Smutko shared a handout of current committee generated options.  It is a working document, open to 
changes, additions, and refinement. The options still need the input of the three members not present. 
Steve suggested using the Lake Mountain options as an example. Ultimately, it is for public input and public 
comment.  
The committee took time to review the existing document. It was decided that a high level of detail would 
come later.  
Dan Smitherman has drafted a proposal for Shoal Creek, but it has not been shared yet with the full 
committee. He summarized he would like to see an area of designated snow mobile use, boundary 
modifications for ranching access, and a chunk of Wilderness. All designated Wilderness would be in 
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Sublette County, with none in Teton County. Part of his reasoning is that the majority of snowmobile use is 
north of Shoal Creek.  
 

- Designate an area for OSV use 

- Designate an area for enhanced ATV use 

- Maintain areas for grazing 

- Designate parts of WSA as wilderness 

- Continue to allow use on the Forest Service designated trail on the south side of Jack Creek 

 
Mike Crosson shared input from his constituency. Desired options included a half mile barrier within the 
WSA to protect sheep habitat, protections for the ranching community, Open, intact spaces of land, and 
places for animals to get away from pressures of hunting. Not dead set on Wilderness, and would consider a 
National Recreation Area or some other alternative.  
There was discussion of where bighorn sheep are. Mike Crosson said there are no bighorn in WSA that he 
knows of. Game and Fish would like to establish a viable population there.  
 
Monte Skinner expressed his desire to contact local outfitters and families/individuals with ranching 
allotments. Dan Smitherman agreed to reach out to the Teton-Sublette County Outfitter Association, with 
an appeal for comments by a certain date, although the committee does not forsee impacts to that user 
group.  
 
3:30 Meeting Adjourns 

Sublette County has a new County Planner, who came in to introduce himself after the meeting.  

 
 

Next Meeting –  
  
 
Draft Agenda 
 
 

 


