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February 21, 2018 
 
Coke Landers, Co-Chair 
Dan Smitherman, Co-Chair 
Steve Smutko, Facilitator 
Sublette County Advisory Committee of the WPLI 
 
Re: Request for consideration of Wild and Scenic River designations in Sublette County 
 
Dear Mr. Landers, Mr. Smitherman, and other members of the Committee: 
 
We, the undersigned representatives from conservation and sportsmen groups who share a deep 
and abiding interest in maintaining the magnificent public lands, waters and wildlife in Sublette 
County, are writing to you in hopes that the committee addresses the issue of potential new Wild 
and Scenic River designations prior to submitting its final recommendations. 
 
The idea of protecting select rivers flowing across federal public lands through the WPLI is not a 
new one. When the Wyoming County Commissioners Association launched the WPLI in Lander 
in January 2016, it was made clear that recommending rivers for protection under the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA) fell within the scope of the WPLI. The Wyoming Public Lands 
Handbook that was handed out to everyone at the launch of the WPLI included a section on 
Wild and Scenic Rivers and how Wyoming has embraced the use of the WSRA to protect some 
of its most spectacular waterways. Finally, you may recall that a representative from American 
Rivers gave a presentation to the committee on proposed Wild and Scenic Rivers in Sublette 
County at its meeting on June 17, 2017.  
 
Specifically, we urge the committee to recommend Wild and Scenic designation for four stream 
reaches that flow across federal public lands. Those reaches include: (1) the lower 9 miles of Shoal 
Creek (the upper portion in Teton County already is designated as Wild and Scenic); (2) the lower 
one-tenth of a mile of Granite Creek (the portion in Teton County already is designated as Wild 
and Scenic); (3) the 9-mile reach of the Upper Green River on BLM lands immediately upstream 
of Warren Bridge; and (4) the 30-mile reach of the Upper Green River on U.S. Forest Service 
lands from its source in the Wind River Range down to the Forest Service boundary. Together, 
these four stream reaches total approximately 48 miles in length. All four reaches already have 
been found to be “eligible” for Wild and Scenic River designation by the respective federal land 
management agencies that oversee them.  
 
Of these four stream reaches, the two reaches of the Upper Green River are without doubt the 
crown jewels due to their scenic beauty, unmatched fish and wildlife values, and world-class 
recreational opportunities including fishing, hunting, paddling, and camping. It is no mistake that 
an iconic scene from along the Upper Green River graces the new Wyoming license plates. These 
two reaches of the Upper Green River have faced numerous threats from proposed dams over the 
past several decades, the most recent of which surfaced just a few years ago when two large water 
storage dams were proposed at the Narrows on BLM land and just below Kendall Warm Springs 
on the Bridger-Teton NF. Both dam proposals were abandoned due to widespread public 
opposition and their unacceptable environmental impacts when Gov. Matt Mead released his 
Wyoming Water Strategy in January 2015.  
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Our recommendation that the two reaches of the Upper Green River be protected under the 
WSRA is not the first time they have been proposed for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. In fact, the Upper Green River was included in the original draft of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, but it was removed at the insistence of Wyoming’s two U.S. senators 
at the time – Sen. Milward Simpson and Sen. Gale McGee. 
 
Since then, the notion of protecting Wyoming’s last remaining wild rivers using the WSRA has 
gained considerable social acceptance. In 1990, Congress designated the spectacular 20-mile 
canyon reach of the Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone River as the state’s first Wild and Scenic 
River. Then in 2009, Congress designated 13 rivers and 415 river miles in the Snake River 
Headwaters, making it the nation’s most sweeping Wild and Scenic Rivers bill in a generation. In 
speaking with federal land managers, recreational users, and local landowners, we have found 
these two Wild and Scenic River designations to be immensely popular due to the fact that they 
have protected some of our state’s most cherished rivers for future generations while allowing the 
traditional activities that occur along them to continue. 
 
We recognize that some members of the committee, as well as a few other local stakeholders, 
have expressed concerns about new Wild and Scenic designations in Sublette County, particularly 
for the Upper Green River. The two specific concerns we have heard are that Wild and Scenic 
designation could impact livestock grazing and also foreclose the opportunity of someday 
building a dam at the outlet of Green River Lake to increase water storage in the event that the 
glaciers in the Wind River Range continue to dwindle. We believe these concerns can be 
addressed by adding clarifying language in the committee’s final recommendations. 
 
In closing, while we understand that the advisory committee is under a tight timeline to complete 
its work, we strongly urge you to take the time to follow up on your earlier discussion about Wild 
and Scenic Rivers and incorporate our input into the final recommendations.  
 
Thank you for taking our comments into consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Bosse    Dan Smitherman   Tasha Sorensen 
Northern Rockies Director  Wyoming Representative  Wyoming SCP Field Rep 
American Rivers   The Wilderness Society  Trout Unlimited 
 
Kevin Colburn 
National Stewardship Director 
American Whitewater 
 
Siva Sundareson 
Wyoming Conservation Coordinator 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
 
Bill Hackney 
Wyoming Back Country Horsemen of America 
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Kim Floyd 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen 
 
Steff Kessler 
Program Director 
Wyoming Outdoor Council 
 
Dwayne Meadows 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Wildlife Federation 
	  
 
 
Cc: Joel Bousman, Sublette County Commissioner, WPLI liaison 
	  
	  
	  


