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Sublette County WPLI Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 

May 2, 2018 
Pinedale, WY 

 

  Draft for Review    Approved 

Committee Members Present: 
Monte Skinner, Non‐Motorized Recreation 
Dan Smitherman, Conservation 
Mike Henn, Conservation District 
Coke Landers, Agriculture/Ranching 
Dave Bell, General Public 
Mike Crosson, Sportsmen 
Bill Lanning, Motorized Recreation  
 
Present via Zoom Call: Mike Smith, Energy 
 

Others Present: 
Joy Ufford, Sublette Examiner 
Jocelyn Moore, Trout Unlimited 
Elaine Crumpley, public 
Mary Jones, public 
Karla and Frank Bird 
Julie Kraft, Weed and Pest 
McKenzie Woolley, NOLS 
Kristen Gunther, WOC 
Lew Schultz, public 
Tasha Sorenson, Trout Unlimited  
Pat Maier, public 
Steve Smutko, UW Ruckelshaus Institute 
Nicole Gautier, UW Ruckelshaus Institute 
 

Agenda 

Public Comment  

Old Business 

1. Approve minutes of April 12 and April 13 
meetings 

New Business 

1. Review tentative agreement from April 13 

A. Clarify and confirm tentative 
agreement of April 13 

2. Discuss constituent responses and re-open 
negotiations  

A. Review and discuss new/amended 
proposals 

B. Negotiate new/amended proposals 

C. Consensus vote on full package 

3. Decide on next steps 

A. If full agreement is reached, or 

B. If full agreement is not reached 
 

Handouts: 
1. Agenda 
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Public Comment (Approximately 8:45 p.m.) 
9:00 pm Adjourn  
 

Actions Taken:  
1. Make draft recommendation available to the public on the Sublette WPLI website? 
2. Accurate record of roads Lanning is requesting changes on? Roads requested include ATV 2149 (fire 

road) and the logging road off Riling Draw (#3640?). Mike Smith has the numbers of the roads and 
trails?  

3. Changes were made to Lake Mountain management stipulations. Changes to be included: 

 Existing roads and two tracks identified by the BLM in the Lake Mountain Management Area 
will be open to motorized travel, and subject to travel management under the RMP. There 
will be no new road or trail construction. Seasonal closures for wildlife will be maintained. 

 Existing grazing may continue, consistent with purposes and accordance with existing law 
while maintaining currently authorized AUMS  

 Construction or repair of exclosures in the riparian area of Rock Creek may occur in 
accordance with the RMP 

4. Dan Smitherman will develop a new map, working from version four.  
5. The next meeting is scheduled for May 23rd 4-9PM 
6. Changes were made to Shoal Creek management stipulations.  

 

Public Comment 
 
Karla and Frank Bird gave public comment. The exact transcript of their letters can be found at:  
 
McKenzie Woolley commented she was there to represent NOLS and Three Peak Ranch, near Boulder. NOLS 
is an education organization founded in 1965, and has had close ties with public lands, using the outdoors as 
a classroom for students. Scab Creek is one of main trailheads for backpack access as well as re-rations 
(bringing gear and food) to backpack trips in the Winds. Woolley said she has a close connection to the 
things she have seen there but not other places like moose and thimble berries along the trail. She said it is 
a special place to her, and to the students that come through. She said NOLS advocates for having it be a 
wilderness area, with Bridger wilderness there, extending that further. They would love to see some 
protection of that place, to have it be the wild Wyoming that we love. She thanked the committee for their 
consideration. 
 
Julie Kraft, supervisor at Sublette Weed and Pest. Kraft introduced herself as leader of the cheatgrass 
program within the county, since 2010. This is an area of interest with the Sublette invasive task force. We 
know cheatgrass is in the WSA. Kraft said cheatgrass is her highest priority and the board’s highest priority, 
and their budget is ¾ mill dollars. The goal is to protect federal lands from further invasion. Kraft said there 
is a need to manage from the air, ground based not reasonable. She said ground work with horses and hose 
comes at outrageous cost and subpar control. There is damage to non-target plants, which can cause 
damage to important to wildlife. Kraft gave an example of managing without borders, Silver creek to Muddy 
Creek, which included state lands, BLM, and priority ranches. Through the Sage Grouse Initiative, NRCS 
funded the project, and there was lots of money from the BLM. She said the committee was provided with 
map last time, and could see [Weed and Pest] is literally stopping at the WSA border. The priority is to keep 
cheatgrass out of wilderness. Kraft said they are asking Bridger-Teton to revamp their weeds EIS so we can 
use helicopters on the forest, a tool we need to manage cheatgrass. Scab Creek is a migration corridor, the 
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animals are moving through twice a year, moving seeds. Cheatgrass spreads 12 percent a year. She said it is 
unlikely [aerial spraying in wilderness] would be allowed. We know there is invasion, it is not pristine.  
Dave Bell asked about the primary way cheatgrass spreads.  
Kraft replied seeds stick to everything, fur, hooves. All wild animals can transport it. It is rarely transported 
by ingestion. It is transported by recreation, people’s feet. Some of it by wind and vehicles. It has been here 
a long time, and the goal of the task force is to decrease the spread, and have it contained as possible.  
Crosson asked if it is realistic to stop, or get a meaningful grasp on control.  
Kraft said [Weed and Pest] is trying to minimize the problem, we don’t have silver bullet. She doesn’t want 
throw her hands up, because we are making stride to keeping cheatgrass off roads and trials. 
Frank Bird asked heli treatment was different for other plants.  
Kraft replied ground treatments are not successful, and cause damage. With a backpack sprayer, trying to 
evenly distribute on steep country, the chemical is under applied or over applied. You get consistent 
treatment over the landscape with a helicopter, and it is less damaging to natives. They have monitoring 
transects to track the effects.  
Smitherman asked to clarify that there is a process to allow spraying in Scab, but Weed and Pest hasn’t tried 
it? Kraft said no. She said there is no document of anyone who has tried aerial exemption.  
Smitherman said region four of the Bridger-Teton is anti-aerial for invasive, but the BLM has lesser 
prohibitions, so if the BT is willing to go through the EIS, maybe they would agree to aerial treatment.  
Kraft sais we could do it, but the initiative is not there with the BLM, and it is their process. She thanked the 
committee for their time. 
 
Joy Ufford commented she would like to see more transparency. She asked if there was a response to her 
email request for access to the proposals. Coke Landers responded the committee hasn’t made a decision, 
but it’s on the agenda.  
 
Kristen Gunther for Wyoming Outdoor Council (WOC). Gunther thanked the committee for their work and 
time. She wanted to echo the hope this committee can find consensus, and she said thinks the committee is 
close. Gunther wanted to reiterate WOC supports adding some wilderness in Shoal. Hearing public 
comment on Scab, people think of it as wilderness. It is managed and thought of that way, so that is a 
consideration for the committee today.  
 
Lew Schultz, Cora. Schultz commented the committee has done a good job with the proposals. Schultz said 
his thoughts on Scab was that a designation doesn’t matter, it is de facto wilderness, there are no minerals 
to speak of, and not much chance of roads. If you didn’t designate wilderness and treat cheatgrass, that’d 
be great. He said he thought [the proposal] for Lake Mountain was spot on. On Shoal Creek, he said he 
wanted to echo the proposals of more wilderness there because it already sort of is. The southern end is 
where there is currently illegal ATV trail punched through. He said he doesn’t support conceding that to 
ATV’s, that use shouldn’t be grandfathered in.  
Bill Lanning asked where that road is.  Schultz said North Fisherman Road. Lanning said it is closed but used 
illegally.  
 
Pat Maier. Craig Cabin, Shoal Creek. Maier requested more exact maps. He said if he understood the 
recommendations correctly, he was pleased with what the committee is doing.  
 
Old Business 
The April minutes were approved.  
Mike Smith joined at 630 over Zoom.  
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Coke Landers brought up Joy Ufford’s request.  
Joy Ufford said the proposal hasn’t appeared anywhere since you made a tentative agreement. She thought 
it should be accessible to the public, as part of public meeting product. She asked the co-chairs and Steve 
Smutko if the proposal can be available to see what has been discussed. 
 
The committee agreed they had no problem making documents public, they just wanted to make sure it was 
understood there are working documents, not finalized proposals. Changes are constantly being made, and 
they don’t want to create more confusion. 
Smitherman mentioned the charter requires the recommendation be shared with the public before being 
given to the county commissioners.  
 
New Business 
Coke Landers said clarification was needed on Bill Lanning’s proposed roads.  
 
Roads 
Lanning spoke to changes made and specifics added regarding roads in the current recommendation.  
 
North Fisherman/Shoal Road is in Teton County. Lanning said he was pretty sure the road he was asking for 
is Riling Draw (Shoal Creek) which exits close to the Sublette County line. The road is an existing logging 
road. Lanning said the groups he represents initially supported adding to the Gros Ventre wilderness, 5-6 
thousand acres. It is at 6 thousand acres now, which is contingent on the road being considered, and 
opened back up to ATV use. Old logging road, to me a logical, ATV type road, it loops around, and gives a 
good view towards Tin Can. Some of it is overgrown, so it is logical to stop where it starts getting overgrown. 
He said his original support was contingent on that.  
 
There was some confusion over the fire trail on the south edge of the WSA boundary, Rock Creek and Dell 
Creek. There was question over whether it went onto private land, or whether USFS had purchased it. 
Cindy Stein and the USFS recommended keeping it open as UTV/ATV trail to connect to Dell Creek.  
 
Lanning said his recommendation is to direct the USFS to review those two roads (fire trail and  the trail that 
commences at Dell and goes back to Jack Creek),  to review the 50 inch width restriction on 2149, and to 
engage with Snow Explorers, Altitude Off Road Club, Sweetwater Snow and ATV Club. It would be dropped 
as hard release, and kicked back to USFS. He wants USFS to engage the ORV community through their 
process. 
 
Lanning brought up the road north of Fisherman lake to Slide Lake. It was closed in 2009, but there is illegal 
use now. He was initially asking for that road to be opened. He changed that, and recommended that ATV 
trail be sent back to USFS for review and evaluation to see if there are ways to reopen it. Lanning said when 
the committee did their ATV tour, there were ten ATVs, and the average age was 75. Those vehicles are 
there means of getting out, and seeing the sights on public lands. He said he modified the proposal for the 
fire trail and the trail on north Fisherman creek to recommend USFS review those and reevaluate them, in 
conjunction with engaging ORV groups in that process, and open up off Shoal on Riling draw, the logging 
road.  
Mike Crosson brought up that the fire trail, ATV 2149, is not in the WSA. The committee made decisions in 
past not to pay attention to stuff outside the WSA. Lanning said he thinks his proposal on those roads 
predates those decisions, but we have to make a decisions if we stand hard on that. It will change the 
motorized stance. 
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Lanning mentioned an email sent two days ago recording those changes. He said the only hard stand is the 
logging road off Shoal Creek/Riling Draw.  
 
Smitherman clarified what Lanning was asking for. The logging road that comes of Riling Draw main road 
30640 is clearly in Teton county. Smitherman and Lanning looked at maps.  
Lanning said that road runs to the southeast. Smitherman said he understood road 30624 was on a private, 
and wondered if the USFS bought that land. Lanning said from what he was told, that was where the fire 
trail goes. Lanning clarified from the end of Rock Creek Road to 2149 he wanted included in the review, and 
the closed ATV trail.  
Smitherman said none of the roads Bill is talking about go into WSA, and he was perfectly willing to 
entertain that language. He commented that directing USFS to open trails is an unfunded mandate, and will 
kill the bill. He said as long as the bill is not advocating new roads, and the committee figures out what to 
tell Teton, asking USFS to do travel management, he can live with that.  
Smutko noted that road numbers are not in the current doc. Smith said he has road and trail numbers. 
Lanning anything in USFS system has numbers, asking for things not currently in system.  
 
Dan Smitherman sent a map April 15th or 16th, and Steve Smutko asked the committee to review that, and 
the email from Bill Lanning with suggested changes.  
 
Lanning asked Dan Smitherman if he would entertain a motion to have USFS include that logging road in the 
review process. Smitherman said he has no desire to close any open roads, or keep the USFS from doing 
travel planning. He said he doesn’t want new roads, or roads open in the WSA that are not currently open.  
Lanning clarified he was changing his proposal, from requiring USFS to open those roads up, to directing 
USFS to evaluate the roads and engage ORV clubs in that process. 
 
Crosson asked if the committee is in mutual agreement with Teton to not make recommendations in their 
area. Smitherman we agreed not to. Lanning suggested his road changes could provide direction for Teton.  
 
Landers noted the committee left the last meeting with Dan Smitherman going back to his constituents, 
Mike Henn going to his. He asked them to report back.  
Henn said he went back to his board, and everything was ok except for they didn’t see a reason to designate 
wilderness in Scab Creek because the NCA protects everything except chainsaws and cheatgrass. Henn said 
he was a five as proposed.  
 
Smutko said he didn’t know if there was room for compromise on Scab, if Henn was a five if wilderness, and 
Smitherman was a five if not wilderness. He asked if the committee wanted to separate WSAs into separate 
recommendations.  
 
Smitherman said his constituents want to make [a wilderness] extension to the Teton county line and stay 
above the area of concern for Kevin Campbell. That leaves Tin Can open for snow mobiling, as well as all of 
Jack creek, lower Mill, all of Deer Ridge, and the stuff from Jack Pine to the highway.  
Coke Landers asked for a map. Smitherman said it was similar boundaries to map version four he sent out a 
couple of months ago. Smitherman said there were only three differences between the initial draft, and 
then what was re-proposed as the counter.  
 
Lake Mountain Stipulations 
Rock Creek NCA Road Language  
Coke Landers suggested working on Lake Mountain.  
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Smith asked for clarification on mineral stipulations and roads for the management area. Smitherman 
mentioned Paul Spitler added specific prohibitions on new road construction with clarification on limitation 
for motorized use, but other than that it’s the same. Smitherman said 4.18 is the date of the document, 
emailed 4.25.  
Lanning said the motorized community would like to advocate for opening up those existing two tracks on 
top of the ridge and the one up Long Hollow for OHV use. Lanning said he didn’t have a problem with those 
being carried forward into the BLM travel management system, but until that happens, he would like to see 
them opened and ultimately included in BLM travel management. Lanning clarified the existing two tracks 
within Lake Mountain WSA, and some on the east side, would be opened up for public use at this time, then 
be in the BLM travel plan. Crosson asked if it would be subject to wildlife closures. Lanning said definitely. 
Henn said there are closures now, except for the inholding.  
 
The committee discussed language changes regarding roads in the Lake Mountain management 
prescriptions. Smitherman suggested rewording bullet two.  
 
Existing roads and two tracks identified by the BLM in the Lake Mountain Management Area will be open 
to motorized travel, and subject to travel management under the RMP. There will be no new road or trail 
construction. Seasonal closures for wildlife will be maintained. 
 
This language needs to be updated in the current recommendation draft.  
 
Maps were projected (Smitherman version four with Teton).  
Smitherman described the boundary line. It almost splits Tin Can, with everything in dark green released to 
management prescriptions. Bringing the boundary line up to Mill Creek leaves all of Tin Can as a released 
area. Craig cabin and Deer Didge where most of the snow mobiling takes place, existing boundary to Jack 
Pine. Bring in Deer Ridge as snow mobile area. Sublette ends up with 13 hundred acres released to directed 
management. Lanning said the 22 thousand acres in Sublette gets cut basically in half, half SMA, half 
wilderness. Smitherman said it was more like 20 thousand acres in Sublette, 8 thousand acres to wilderness, 
12 thousand acres released.  
A member of the public asked if the boundary was following topo lines. Smitherman replied he tried to.  
Lander said at the last meeting the piece following the rim, jack creek trail, was cut out.  
Smitherman asked if he meant the east side of Mill Creek. Landers said he was talking about the other end. 
Smitherman cut that tail off. Landers that sliver up there by Tin can. Narrow up. Smitherman get those lakes 
out from wilderness. 
Smitherman said Scab is the tipping point for conservation. The major [adjacent] land owner says 
wilderness, NOLS, the major user, wants wilderness. There is no oil and gas, no ATVs. Only thing valid is 
cheatgrass, and you can spray cheatgrass in wilderness. It’s 7000 acres.  
 
Rock Creek NCA Grazing Language  
Landers noted the stipulations about livestock needed attention. Smutko directed the committee to item 
two, page one.  
Smitherman read some language taken right out of legislation passed for grazing. He said it has to be 
consistent with the purpose of the NCA…which is to manage for cutthroat trout. There was discussion on 
the origins of the grazing language.  
Henn said the first sentence was his language, but everything below it was not. He said his concern was if 
the BLM deems their action consistent with purpose, it doesn’t matter, the permitees lose their ability to 
appeal that decision, potentially. Landers said he didn’t like the phrase “assess feasibility”. There was some 
confusion about which document was being read from.  
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Henn ultimately suggested: 
Existing grazing may continue, consistent with purposes and accordance with existing law while 
maintaining currently authorized AUMS  
 
Crosson expressed concern about precluding Trout Unlimited’s ability to fence. Lanning said Trout Unlimited 
can’t do it without the BLM.  
 
Bell asked about the possibility of creating a citizen advisory committee to stay on top of management 
areas. Lanning said he thinks the BLM process covers it. 
 
There was discussion over some of the mineral stipulations, and how specifically they should be worded.  
 
Smutko asked if there was anything else on Lake Mountain. Bill proposed dropping ‘West’ from the name. 
 
Crosson said he wanted to make sure they aren’t prohibited from building fence in the riparian area. He said 
he know TU needs the BLM, and he wants to protect interest of livestock, but he wanted to word something  
in a way that fence can be built to protect the riparian area.  
Smutko suggested adding an item D, something like “The NCA shall be open to following activities…” 
Henn pointed out that if it isn’t listed as prohibit, it is allowed. 
 
Crosson wanted “construction or repair of exclosures in the riparian area of Rock Creek may occur in 
accordance with the RMP” included in paragraph D.  
 
BREAK 
 
Scab Creek 
Smutko noted the committee was at an impasse on Scab, unless there is a new proposal.  
 
Bell commented that in the beginning the committee did a lot of viable ground work leaning about different 
land designations and options to use in tool box to conserve land. He said he does not understand why Scab 
can’t be NCA and be protected, and still achieve needs of cheatgrass and maintain trials. He asked for 
someone has to explain that.  
Crosson said his chief argument is permanency. It is less likely in future for congress to undue. Smitherman 
said the committee is trying to create wilderness like, but it is either wilderness or not. Even in a NCA things 
are allowed to happen that are not consistent with wilderness. He said Scab is no different than the 
wilderness on the other side of the boundary. He said it was not like the committee was arguing over 50 
thousand acres, Scab is seven thousand acres. You can’t make [wilderness] anymore, and that is where the 
[conservation] community is coming from.  
Bell said he couldn’t imagine a NCA designation being overturned. Lanning said this NCA requires 
congressional action. Sure any law can be changed, but he truly believes a NCA will give permanency.  
There was discussion over future likelihoods and uncertainties, including state land transfers, and if 
congress would do the right thing.  
 
Landers clarified the three options on the table for Scab: As proposed, all wilderness, or all NCA. 
 
Crosson asked if there was interest in what was originally proposed, that carves out the easterly boundary. 
That provides a substantial buffer to private land below. Already cheat grass in wilderness, maybe by 
extending border. Henn said that wouldn’t decrease his five.  
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Smitherman asked two questions. The first was if the committee thought there was still room to negotiate 
in Scab Creek. The second was if the Conservation District would change their mind, and if Bell would 
change his mind, if there was a way to designate Scab that created a window for Weed and Pest to go in and 
spray cheatgrass. Landers said he thought we couldn’t do that to the organic act.  
 
Kraft said setting a limitation and timeline is not realistic for weed control, although she liked that idea 
better. She said her goal to help the BLM to manage cheatgrass and to limit spread further in the WSA. She 
said cheatgrass seeds are viable for five to eight years here.  
 
Smutko noted that there were two proposals not really stated in proposal language, but floating out there. 
One was redraw the boundary and reduce the area designated as wilderness. The second would be to 
create a window for weed control. Smutko said he wanted to know if those two proposals were viable or 
not. Smitherman said if he understood Henn correctly, Scab Creek with any wilderness is a five. Henn said 
his gut check is yes. Smitherman said he felt like the committee is voting on a field that doesn’t have two 
goal posts. He said the committee had options two years ago, but those options are not there anymore.  
 
The committee straw polled the proposals on the table. This will help provide information to the county 
commissioners.  
 
Straw Poll on 4/13 Scab Creek proposal as written: partial Wilderness, partial Special Management Area 
Dave Bell 3 
Mike Crosson 3 
Coke Landers 3 
Bill Lanning 5 
Mike Henn 5 
Monte Skinner 2 
Mike Smith 2 
Dan Smitherman 5 
 
Smitherman said if the committee took out the cherry stemmed trials he’d go to a four on this proposal.  
Smutko asked if that would change for anyone else. A couple committee members said yes, it would bring 
them to fives.  
 
Straw Poll for full NCA for Scab 
Dave Bell 2 
Mike Crosson 4 
Coke Landers 3 
Bill Lanning 1 
Mike Henn 1 
Monte Skinner 3 
Mike Smith 1 
Dan Smitherman 5 
 
Straw Poll Wilderness for Scab 
Dave Bell 2 
Mike Crosson 4 
Coke Landers 5 
Bill Lanning 5 
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Mike Henn 5 
Monte Skinner 4 
Mike Smith 4 
Dan Smitherman 1 
 
Smitherman commented that the committee may agree to forward a proposal that has the most consensus, 
or may agree to not forward anything due to Crosson’s concern. The final decision hasn’t been made.  
 
Shoal Creek 
Management Stipulations  
Smutko asked about some of the management stipulation language on Shoal Creek (OHV use, grazing 
improvements). After some discussion, Landers suggested keeping it as written in the proposal from April 
25th. Henn said the April 25th proposal captures the intent. Smutko clarified they want to keep the language 
as it is.  
Dan Smitherman said he still had a problem on the lack of limits on motorized use.  
Lanning asked if item G was needed. Smutko clarified that he would strike it. Lanning said number 5 item J 
and K need to be replaced with language. Henn said the same for item L.  
 
Wilderness Extension?  
Smitherman noted time was running out, and asked if the committee wanted to have a discussion on Shoal 
extensions? Henn said his gut check is that the one as proposed was hard enough, and he could see severe 
push back. Crosson said he represents four organizations with constituents who want a lot of acres. He said 
if we could get 8 or 9 thousand acres [of wilderness] in Shoal, he could maybe sell that recommendation.  
Lanning said he moved from 5 thousand to over 6 thousand acres…the Draw to the Elbow. Landers said to 
the east side to Dell Creek. Lanning said that might add more acreage, and he made the commitment last 
time that his group is okay with five thousand acres, and said okay to move the boundary to the east side of 
dell creek. Lanning said he can’t go farther, based on constituent’s direction. Especially since the committee 
changed the road language, and there is no assurances roads will be opened up. All we have assurance is 
that USFS will be directed to reevaluate their travel plan. Lanning said the motorized community no 
assurance and can’t support more wilderness.  
Bell said he honestly didn’t have a problem with Dan’s idea on more wilderness, but he would love to see 
that additional wilderness helped to get Smitherman with the committee on Scab.  
Landers said to answer Bell, he knows there will be backlash from his permitees for more wilderness. He 
said if it gets Dan off Scab, it would get him to a four. Smutko asked if that was worth a discussion.  
Smitherman said not tonight. He could think of scenarios, not 100 NCA, and changing management 
prescriptions. Smitherman said he thought the negotiation point would go the other way. Tonight, he was 
voting a four. He said the NCA takes away the cherry stem issue. Smitherman continue his constituency 
were pretty adamant Scab being a tipping point.  
Landers noted the committee needs another detailed map. Henn suggested honing down version 4. 
Smitherman said he would develop a new map.  
 
Lanning said if we go to the top county line boundary in Shoal Creek, that is more of a net loss to the snow 
machining community, and they are not getting anything in return. He said he can’t sell it. 
Smitherman said the only thing he takes exception to is that the [snow machine community] are gaining 
something: permanency, certainty. Smitherman said if it stays WSA, we don’t know what will happen.  
Lanning noted that the areas that come up most frequently all open. Jack creek, Mill creek, etc. are all open. 
He said people do snow machine to the wilderness boundary in Teton County. He said the point about 
permanency is valid, and if it stays a WSA, they might lose something. Henn said it might go that way for 



10 
 

conservation, it is a two way street. Lanning said there is club meeting on Monday night, he’ll take the 
proposal to them.  
 
Smutko commented that the committee has been negotiating hard for months, in good faith. He said it is 
coming down to acres, which is hard while trying to meet constituent needs.  
 
Dan Smitherman asked about the next meeting. He said Washakie set timeline that runs through mid 
August. Smutko asked if the committee was willing to continue to negotiate, if there was potential left for 
expanding the Gros Ventre Wilderness to the Teton County line. Essentially a trade, NCA for Scab.  
Henn said he would wait to try and sell it until he heard back from Dan. Dan said he agreed with that.  
Smutko said the committee still needs to discuss next steps, and meet at least one more time.  
 
Henn proposed a straw poll.   
 
Straw Poll 
Shoal Creek addition to Gros Ventre: 6 thousand 58 acres plus or minus…to Mill Creek.  
Landers said he thought the committee chose to stay on the eastern side of Mill Creek. Lanning said 
whichever creek is father west.  
 
Dave Bell 1 
Mike Crosson 4 
Coke Landers 1 
Bill Lanning 1 
Mike Henn 1 
Monte Skinner 2 
Mike Smith 2 
Dan Smitherman 5 
 
 
Smutko noted a conversations still needs to happen on what goes to BOCC, and what that is called.  
The next meeting is scheduled for May 23rd 4-9.  
Lanning suggested getting pizza.  
 
Public Comment 
Mary Jones thanked the committee for work, and mentioned her comments on the website.  
 
Tasha Sorenson, on behalf of Trout Unlimited, representing the Upper Green River chapter. She wanted to 
share the sentiment of asking for specific protections for fish and wildfire, especially in Shoal Creek and Lake 
Mountain. She said Rock Creek has a pure strain of Colorado river cutthroat trout. Sorenson said Shoal 
Creek WSA contains headwater streams, and asked the committee to take that into account when looking at 
contour lines. She said only 12 percent of native trout are left, and rock creek is a world class fishery. She 
encouraged the committee to share a draft with public and have time for comment before the final draft 
goes to the county commissioners. She thanked the committee for their work.  
 
Karla Bird commented that she wanted to encourage Weed and Pest, with cheatgrass a priority, to please 
put in a request to the BLM. Bird said aerial spaying has no permanent adverse effects on wilderness 
characteristics that she knows of.  
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Joceyln Moore, representing Upper Green River Trout Unlimited. Moore said she wanted to echo what Karla 
said, and that if the TU chapter could help by submitting a supplemental or political request to BLM, they’d 
be glad to. Moore said she didn’t want to come across as anti-motorized, that she rides her ATV. She said 
when she goes to Green River Lakes to ice fish, behind the signs for critical winter range looks like tic tac to. 
She said that gives her heart burn about Shoal Creek, and concerns over that buffer being reduced, based on 
what she sees from motorized going off trail. Moore said on mapping, as these areas have protection 
possibly taken away, she asked to make the number of miles of stream segments, flood plains public info. 
Thank you.  
 
Julie Kraft commented that she appreciated the committee considering cheatgrass.  
 
9:20PM meeting adjourned.  
 

 

Next Meeting  
May 23, 2018 
4-9PM 
County Weed and Pest 
Pinedale, WY 
 

 


